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The European Strategy and Policy Analysis System (ESPAS) provides a framework for cooperation and
consultation at administrative level, on a voluntary basis, between the European Parliament, the European
Commission, the Council of the European Union, and the European External Action Service, with the
Committee of the Regions and the European Economic and Social Committee as observers, to work together
on medium and long-term trends facing or relating to the European Union.

AN INTER-INSTITUTIONAL
EU PROJECT

The ESPAS
Young Talent Network (YTN)
The ESPAS Young Talent Network, created in 2015, brings together a diverse community
of professionals from all EU institutions participating in ESPAS who are committed to
devote a portion of their time to think about global trends, critically discuss the resulting
challenges, and consider policy alternatives on major issues.
This peer network brings the added value of inter-institutional thinking to the analysis of
trends and challenges.
The objectives of the network are three-fold:
• Cooperation: to build a community and closer cooperation between the various EU
institutions and bodies, notably the services which are devoted to the analysis of
trends;
• Learning: to pool the expertise of the participants, exchange ideas and think out
of the box about challenges and opportunities ahead and thereby build insights,
knowledge and better understanding of global, regional and sectoral trends;
• Action: to engage in the analysis of trends, challenges and impact, both in terms of
policy and governance, and bring foresight into their everyday work.

OBSERVERS

INSTITUTIONAL PARTNERS

European
Commission

European
Parliament

Council
of the
European Union

European
External Action
Service

2

Committee of
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Council of the European Union, General Secretariat (GSC)
COOK Simonetta (YTN coordinator for the Council)
Political administrator, European Council and Strategic Planning Unit
Specialised in EU law, worked in private practice on corporate and EU regulatory law before
exploring the European Parliament (EP), then the Council in 2008, with work ranging from
the drafting and revision of legislation, inter-institutional relations and now the European
Council. A “cautious optimist” on the EU.

CAROL GALCERAN Berta
Political administrator on foreign affairs, Directorate for Interinstitutional Relations
Political science (Spain); Masters on “EU as a world actor” in Poland. Worked five years in the
EP (trade/economy) and five years in the Commission (trade with Latin America). In the GSC:
relations with the EP on foreign policy.

DALFERTH Simon
Political administrator, DG for Economic Affairs and competitiveness
Studied political science in Germany, the Czech Republic, and the UK. Joined the GSC in 2011
after working in the private sector and for the Commission. In the GSC, focussed initially on
information management and digital transformation, then on research and innovation, in
particular Horizon 2020 and the future framework.

EKKELENKAMP Alexandra
Advisor to the Director of Media & Communication
Studied history; worked in the Dutch government; joined the GSC in 2013 as press officer &
social media expert. Now working on strategic external communication. Interested in digital
diplomacy, disruptive technologies, social media & Asia. Highly Googlable.

GABAR Ramona
Horizontal Foreign Affairs analyst
Political analyst with an academic and professional background in Communication. In the GSC
since 2013, currently horizontal Foreign Affairs analyst (with a focus on hybrid threats), previously
chief media analyst (with a focus on open media intelligence, early warning and horizon scanning).
Passionate about political communication, foresight and political strategy. Categorical EU-enthusiast.

HAKANSSON Mans Jesper
HR Administrator
Studied Economy & Business Administration in Sweden. Gained experience in SMEs prior to
joining the GSC in 2008, where Jesper worked in finance & human Resources. Interested in a
wide variety of topics, including new technology and business (investments).

PAUSCH-HOMBLÉ Katharina
Press/Communication Administrator at the Council’s Media Monitoring service
Studied information management in Austria and Spain, worked for the Joint Research Centre
of the European Commission, for the European Research Council and since 2012 for the
Directorate-General for Communication and Information.
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European Commission (EC)
HAPPAERTS Sander (YTN Coordinator for the EC)
Policy Analyst on Sustainable Growth, DG REGIO
Responsible for environmental and climate issues, and working with other Commission services
to integrate environmental concerns into cohesion policy investments across the EU. With
degrees in linguistics and international relations, Sander was a research manager and lecturer
on environmental policy and sustainability transitions at KU Leuven (Belgium) before joining the
Commission in 2014. Keen on thinking about the needs of future generations.

SYLVESTRE Jullien
Policy coordinator, General Secretariat
ENA graduate, former judge at the Paris administrative tribunal. Currently policy coordinator
at the General Secretariat (DG Fisma). Previously case handler on mergers in
basic industry in DG COMP. Interested in economics and EU politics. Founding member of the
German-French Young Leaders.

NATCHEVA Tsvetelina
Policy Assistant to the Director-General, DG CLIMA
With a degree in economics (USA) and in sustainable development (HEC Paris), Tsveti has
experience in consulting in the USA and the Western Balkans. Following her interest in climate
policy, she joined DG CLIMA in 2013, where since she has worked mainly on the EU 2030 climate
and energy framework and its follow up legislation. Passionate about gender equality.

PIROLO Isabella
Policy Assistant to the Director for “Innovation and Advanced Manufacturing”, DG GROW
Worked in the private sector for Space projects and joined the Commission in 2014 as a
legal officer for defence directives. Collaborating with the EPSC on a regular basis since May
2017. A “Scenario 5” believer!

VALTAT Aurélie
Team Leader, Digital Presence & Internal Communication, DG DEVCO
Studied politics, anthropology & development; worked for UNESCO, EUROCONTROL and
Council of the EU; joined the Commission in 2015 to head up digital, multimedia and
internal communications at DEVCO, aka EuropeAid. Frequent speaker on digital strategy,
diplomacy & innovation in the public sector. Interested in the above plus global development,
aromatherapy, photography, travel and botany.

FRANCKE Hillen
Team Leader, Economic Governance, EU enlargement, DG NEAR
Hillen has studied economics and international relations at the LSE and Columbia University.
She joined the Commission in 2012 as desk economist for Ukraine in DG ECFIN. She moved
to DG NEAR in 2015 and now works as Team Leader of the Centre for Thematic Expertise on
Economic Governance.
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SCHROEDER Helge
Team Leader – Stakeholder Consultation, General Secretariat
Helge provides advice on stakeholder engagement, is involved in the planning and
programming of new initiatives, and contributes to the annual Work Programme. Before
joining the Commission, he worked for the OECD, both in the Public Governance Directorate
and in the Office of the Secretary-General.

GANTZER-HOUZEL Stéphanie
Policy Analyst on the Future of Cohesion Policy, DG REGIO
Graduated in finance and international affairs, Stéphanie has been working on development
and cohesion issues, both within and outside EU borders, in several institutions. She is now
looking for innovative ways to strengthen economic, social and territorial cohesion in the EU.
You may come across her in talks about development, public financial management, taxes
and… fine arts.

European Parliament (EP)
GENTNER-VAVROVA Zuzana (YTN Coordinator for the EP)
Secretariat of the Internal Market Committee
An enthusiastic ‘EU believer’ with a pinch of pragmatism and degrees in EU studies, finance,
linguistics and literature, Zuzana is driven by her interest in the big policy questions the
EU faces. In the EP she has worked in a number of areas - from financial services, to
transatlantic cooperation and the digital economy - and recently gained valuable experience
in the EP’s Washington Office.

BOURGUIGNON Didier
Policy analyst on environment in the European Parliamentary Research Service
At the EP, Didier looks at how we can deliver high standards of living and low environmental
impacts for future generations. In a previous life, he was a university lecturer, a translator
and a financial manager. As far as he can, he tries to walk the talk on sustainability.

CRAMPES Julien
Adviser to the Foreign Affairs Committee, on the Eastern partnership, UN, and CFSP
A Franco-Brit working for the EP since 2011. Previously in the Policy Department (20112013) and in Martin Schulz’s Cabinet (2016) with an “internal management” interlude
working as the adviser to the Director General for External Policies (2013-2016). Highly
committed to the European project and even more so given the lesser enthusiasm
experienced back at home!

ALONSO DE LEÓN Sergio
Member of the Legal Service – Unit for Rules and Parliamentary Law
A lawyer focusing on public EU law, Sergio previously practiced law in Spain in the public
sector, and is now responsible for the files of the EP’s legal and constitutional affairs
committees. He’s curious about the world and passionate about exchanging ideas, learning
and taking on new challenges - an enthusiastic European trying to make a positive
contribution to European ideals.
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REYNOLDS Stéphane
Adviser to the Director-General of the EPRS
Studied politics and international relations; worked in UK government on EU and international
trade issues and law; joined the EP in 2006 as a seconded national expert to the Internal
Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO) Committee Secretariat; then worked for the IMCO
Committee Chairman and joined the Parliamentary Research Service in 2014.

UDINA Marta
Adviser to the Director General, DG for External Policies of the Union
Specialised in international and European studies, with a master’s degree in human
rights and a passion for election observation and missions. Joined the EP Foreign Affairs
Committee secretariat in late 2009 initially focusing on the Western Balkans and Eastern
Neighbourhood. As a citizen of the latest MS to join the EU, Croatia, Marta is a firm believer
in the EU.

European External Action Service (EEAS)
MECSEKY Dora (YTN coordinator for EEAS)
Policy officer for Gabon and Regional affairs in Central Africa and the Great Lakes, MD Africa
Studied Development Economics and International Management. Gained experience in the
private and public sector in Hungary and France before joining the Commission in 2005 in
the area of agricultural State aids and trade negotiations with Southern Africa. Moved to
the EEAS in 2014, following a sabbatical of volunteering in Central America and studying
in Australia. A passionate European with interests in development, foreign policy, trade,
economics and rural development.

HALLING Sigurd
MD Global
MSc in Political Science and MA in African Studies; worked in the Danish Ministry of
Foreign Affairs since 2007, including as Private Secretary for the Minister for Development
Cooperation; joined the EEAS in 2016 working on the external aspects of migration with a
particular focus on the Partnership Framework and sub-Saharan Africa.

LETAVAYOVA Petra
MD Americas
Studied International Relations and Diplomacy; previous experience includes working
for a European civil society network and the Slovak foreign service. Joined the EEAS in
2015; currently works as Policy Officer in the Division for Mexico, Central America and the
Caribbean.

ARCHER PRATAS Teresa
Political Assistant to the Secretary-General
Joined the EEAS in 2013 as Policy Officer of the EU Sanctions Policy Division. Before joining
the EEAS, worked for the Portuguese Ministry for Foreign Affairs as a career diplomat. Teresa
holds a BA in Law and an LL.M. in International Law and International Relations.
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Committee of the Regions (CoR)
KIWITT Marc (YTN coordinator for the CoR)
Policy Officer in the Economic Policy Commission (ECON)
Studied linguistics (French, Arabic, and Hebrew) in Heidelberg, Lyon and Paris; worked as
a researcher at the Heidelberg Academy of Sciences and Humanities before joining the
Committee of the Regions in 2013. Currently working on entrepreneurship, SME and Internal
Market policy.

ANDREEV Svetlozar
Administrator in charge of Innovation, RTD and Smart Specialization within the SEDEC
Commission of the European CoR
A long-term political science researcher and lecturer. Interested in Research & Innovation
policy, artificial intelligence, chess and the effects of new media on society.

VERGIS Emmanouil
Administrator in Coordination Team, Directorate C – Legislative Work COTER, ECON, SEDEC Commissions
Currently member of the coordination team of the Legislative Work II Directorate of the
European Committee of the Regions, having worked previously as director and special
advisor in Regional Government, including a number of years in the European Parliament,
the European Youth Forum and consultancies. Born in Crete in Greece, and lived a number of
years in South Africa, the Netherlands, Denmark and Belgium. Studied in the UK and Poland,
focusing particularly on pan-European politics and European integration.

European Economic and Social Committee (EESC)
FUSARO Francesco (YTN Coordinator for the EESC)
Administrator in the ‘Relations with Civil Society and Forward Studies’ unit
With a research background in social sciences, Francesco has worked in the Commission’s
Research and Innovation DG on access to scientific information and data as well on the
management of the multi-annual Framework Programme. He now works on Foresight and
coordinates the EESC Study Programme.

POLOMIK Helena
Administrator within the ECO (Economic and Monetary Union and Economic and Social
Cohesion) Secretariat
Helena studied urban and regional development planning; worked for the Hungarian
government and, since 2014, is a seconded national expert at the EESC in charge of urban
and regional matters. Her interests include local economic development and social equality.
A lover of nature and animals.

BORG Janine
Administrator in the Committee’s Section for the Single Market, Production and Consumption
With a background in economics and public policy, Janine currently covers consumer issues,
new sustainable economic models (circular, collaborative, functional) and civil society dossiers
related to the Single Market. She’s passionate about making a difference through the real
impact of well-crafted policy. A firm believer in the EU’s values. An adventurous foodie.
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