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Challenges and Problems - I
Both the ways in which given sources present given trends, and the data on which
these portrayals are based, need to be carefully compared for differences in
estimates and analyses. Most data are presented without any clear assessment of
uncertainty and source and are suspect in many ways.
The START data base, which is the core source of most data shown , makes this
clear and provides four different ways to count terrorist activity. This summary uses
the highest estimate. The START data base, however, is being constantly refined and
data drawn from it in different years are not necessarily comparable.
Some of the issues in official estimates have been examined previously in a Burke
Chair study entitled, The Critical Lack of Credibility in State Department Reporting
on the Trends in Global Terrorism: 1982-2014, http://csis.org/publication/criticallack-credibility-state-department-reporting-trends-global-terrorism-1982-2014.
However, this study only covered a small part of the issues in the current survey,
however, and focused only on the critical problems in the unclassified data, and the
resulting trend analyses produced by using the NCTC and START data bases.
Cataloguing the trends, methods of analysis, and focus on given issues and
problems highlighted in this survey revealed a much wider range of problems in the
data, and indicate that there may well be even more critical problems in the ways
the U.S. government, other governments, and NGOs approach terrorism and
counterterrorism:
4

Challenges and Problems - II
• The definition of “terrorism” used in some sources is not clearly stated, is
politicized, and/or confuses terrorism” with insurgency, internal conflicts,
and low intensity conflict.
• The NCTC no longer reports numbers or patterns on an unclassified basis.
There are no official unclassified U.S. data reporting on the trends in
terrorism. This lack of basic transparency means there is no source based on
declassified intelligence, and no transparency of any kind that allows either
comparisons of official with NGO and media sources, or analysis of the
effectiveness of counterterrorism based on official estimates of its effects.
• The START data base – which is used by the State Department in presenting a
statistical annex to its annual country reports on terrorism -- comes as close
to an official source as any source available. It must rely on media reporting
of widely differing quality and historical continuity for for its estimates,
however, and cannot distinguish clearly between terrorism and insurgency,
or violence emerging from internal conflicts drive by factors like sect,
ethnicity, tribe, and region.
• Other sources – like IHS Jane's differ more sharply in content and estimates.
• Most sources do not attempt to estimate uncertainty, many not explain their
methodology and source of data.
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Challenges and Problems - III
• Reporting on state-sponsored terrorism is extremely erratic and is limited largely
to criticism that focuses on a few hostile powers in ways that are highly
politicized and lacking in detail. No effort is made to estimate state covert action
or terrorism against given elements of its population.
• Excessive repression in the name of counterterrorism, and state repression that
amounts to de facto state terrorism, are not reported as terrorism even when
they have such impacts. The grave limits in the counterterrorism activity of
various state – many U.S. partners and allies – are only officially reported on
only in the State Department annual human rights report and by human rights
NGOs.
• As a result, virtually all reporting focuses on non-state actors.
• No clear basis exists for addressing war crimes and the impact of conflict vs.
terrorism and many estimates are politicized.
• Most data are nationwide, regional, or global. The impact of key regional, ethnic,
sectarian, tribal, and other internal conflicts may or may not be reported as
terrorism and are not addressed by source, cause, or reasons for choosing given
targets.
• No reliable data exist on foreign volunteers, on international flows of terrorist
activity, and on the overall patterns in extremism.
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Challenges and Problems - IV
• No clear source or method exists to estimate the impact of terrorism on
creating refugees, internally displaced persons, lasting human and
humanitarian impacts, collateral damage, and economic impacts.
• Casualty data are usually highly uncertain. Most sources only attempt to
count casualties caused by non-state actors. They often confuse terrorism
with insurgency and internal power struggles, and many sources only
address killed, rather than injured or wounded.
• Incident counts and casualty data are also erratic, and the other impacts of
extremism and terrorism such as intimidation, extortion, torture, and
misuse of the justice system cannot be quantified and no reliable
methodology exists for estimating areas of geographic influence.
• There is no way to estimate the impact of terrorism in areas dominated or
controlled by various groups, and once again, insurgent groups the U.S. sees
as enemies are often labeled as “terrorists” regardless of the fact they are
insurgents using forms of irregular warfare which are not “terrorism” per se
and/or are reacting to abuses by the governments they are challenging.
• Most sources do not identify attackers and targets by sect, ethnicity ,and
tribe.
• Perpetrator data are often very uncertain, and vary sharply from source to
source.
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Challenges and Problems - V
• Aside from chronologies – which differ sharply from source to source – reporting
by time and on the areas affected is erratic and uncertain.
• Most sources seem to undercount countries where there is limited media
reporting on any form of dissent. This lead to low figures for Central Asia and
parts of East Asia, and suspiciously low totals for a large number of countries.
• Scattered small attacks on various ethnic groups, sects, tribes, and minorities
add up to major cumulative levels of violence and terrorism over time, but are
not generally reported as terrorism unless some terrorist group claims
responsibility and are catalogued as hate crimes. The end result is often
massively undercount the actual level of violence by Islamist extremists,
sectarian and ethnic fighters, and tribal violence.
• There is no clear source of comparative data on the size, cost, nature, and
comparative effectiveness of various counterterrorism efforts by country and
international organization.
• Only limited snapshots exist of the factors that cause terrorism, insurgency, and
internal violence. Key factors like population pressure, “youth bulges,”
underemployment and unemployment, critical problems in governance,
corruption, barriers to development, critical problems in income distribution,.
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Challenges and Problems - VI
• cronyism and nepotism, repression and failed rule of law, internal
discrimination, and alienation of key segments of the population, are rarely
addressed and often only in the form of special pleading.
• Comparative assessment of efforts to address the level of Islamic extremism in
given countries and areas -- and to address the efforts to counter such
extremism on a religious, ideological, and political basis – also are limited
snapshots of part of the problems and efforts involved. Many are special interest
efforts supporting a given proposed approach or solution
•

Some broad measures of the cost-effectiveness of the U.S. counter terrorism
effort – and its strength and weaknesses -- are provided by the Department of
Homeland security, but these cover only a small part of part of the U.S. domestic
effort, however, and do not cover overseas contingency operations. The basic
focus of DHS effectiveness data is immigration and border/coastal security.*

* For 2015 examples, see http://www.dhs.gov/news/2015/01/29/remarks-secretary-johnsondhs-2015-secretarys-progress-report;
http://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/images/speech012015/15_0129_dhs2015_presentati
on_slides_508.pdf, and https://www.oig.dhs.gov/assets/Mgmt/2015/OIG_15-09_Feb15.pdf.
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Key Trends in 2015
•

In 2015, a total of 11,774 terrorist attacks occurred worldwide, resulting in more than 28,300 total deaths and more
than 35,300 people injured. In addition, more than 12,100 people were kidnapped or taken hostage. In this report
we describe patterns of worldwide terrorist activity with respect to changes during the year, geographic
concentration, casualties, perpetrator organizations, tactics, weapons, and targets.

•

The total number of terrorist attacks in 2015 decreased by 13% and total deaths due to terrorist attacks decreased
by 14%, compared to 2014. This was largely due to fewer attacks and deaths in Iraq, Pakistan, and Nigeria. This
represents the first decline in total terrorist attacks and deaths worldwide since 2012.

•

In several countries, including Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Egypt, the Philippines, Syria, and Turkey, terrorist attacks
and total deaths increased in 2015.

•

Although terrorist attacks took place in 92 countries in 2015, they were heavily concentrated geographically. More
than 55% of all attacks took place in five countries (Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan, India, and Nigeria), and 74% of all
deaths due to terrorist attacks took place in five countries (Iraq, Afghanistan, Nigeria, Syria, and Pakistan).

•

While the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) was responsible for 31% fewer terrorist attacks in Iraq, the
number of attacks carried out by ISIL in Syria increased by 39%. The geographic reach of attacks by ISIL and its
affiliates expanded as several existing terrorist groups pledged allegiance to ISIL. In addition to Boko Haram in West
Africa, the most active of these ISIL branches were located in Afghanistan/Pakistan, Egypt, Libya, and Yemen.

•

The number of attacks in which victims were kidnapped or taken hostage declined in 2015; however, the number of
kidnapping victims and hostages increased. This was primarily due to an increase in the number of attacks involving
exceptionally large numbers of victims.

• On average, there were 981 terrorist attacks, causing 2,361 deaths, and injuring 2,943 people per month worldwide in
2015. There were 2.5 deaths and 3.3 people injured per attack, including perpetrator casualties.

Source: National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism: Annex of Statistical Information, Country Reports on Terrorism 2015
, U.S. State Department, Bureau of Counterterrorism and Countering Violent Extremism, May 2016, http://www.state.gov/j/ct/rls/crt/2015/257526.htm
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Location of Terrorist Attacks Worldwide 1970-2015

Source: https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/images/START_GlobalTerrorismDatabase_TerroristAttacksConcentrationIntensityMap_45Years.png
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Number of Terrorist Attacks Worldwide 1970-2015

Source:
https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?start_yearonly=1970&end_yearonly=2015&start_year=&start_month=&start_day=&end_year=&e
nd_month=&end_day=&asmSelect0=&asmSelect1=&dtp2=all&success=yes&casualties_type=b&casualties_max=
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START Estimate of Location of Terrorist Attacks Worldwide 2013

Source: https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/images/START_GlobalTerrorismDatabase_TerroristAttacksConcentrationIntensityMap_45Years.png
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START Estimate Location of Terrorist Attacks Worldwide 2014

Source: https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/images/START_GlobalTerrorismDatabase_TerroristAttacksConcentrationIntensityMap_45Years.png
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CSIS Highlight of START Estimate of Attack Worldwide 2015

Source: Max Markusen. Project Manager, Research Associate, Dracopoulos iDeas Lab | Arleigh A. Burke Chair in Strategy, CSIS |
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START Estimate Location of Terrorist Attacks Worldwide 2015

Source: https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/images/START_GlobalTerrorismDatabase_TerroristAttacksConcentrationIntensityMap_45Years.png
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Terrorist Attacks in the World: January 1, 2015 – July 16, 2016

Since the beginning of 2015, the Middle East, Africa and Asia have seen nearly 50 times more deaths from terrorism than
Europe and the Americas. The Middle East and northern Africa account for over two-thirds of terrorism deaths since
January 2015, with multiple attacks occurring daily, each claiming on average at least a dozen lives.
Source: Jane’s IHS; Lazaro Gamio and Tim Meko “How terrorism in the West compares to terrorism everywhere else, Washington Post,” July 17,2016,
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/world/the-scale-of-terrorist-attacks-around-the-world/?hpid=hp_no-name_graphic-story-a%3Ahomepage%2Fstory,

Terrorist Attacks Worldwide 2011-2015

Source:
https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?start_yearonly=2011&end_yearonly=2015&start_year=&start_month=&start_day=&end_year=&e
nd_month=&end_day=&asmSelect0=&asmSelect1=&dtp2=all&success=yes&casualties_type=b&casualties_max=

19

Terrorist Attacks in the World: January 1, 2015 – July 16, 2016

Source: Jane’s IHS; Lazaro Gamio and Tim Meko “How terrorism in the West compares to terrorism everywhere else, Washington Post,” July 17,2016,
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/world/the-scale-of-terrorist-attacks-around-the-world/?hpid=hp_no-name_graphic-story-a%3Ahomepage%2Fstory,

Terrorist Attacks in the U.S. and Europe with 5 Non-Militant Deaths
January 1, 2015 – July 16, 2016

Source: Jane’s IHS; Lazaro Gamio and Tim Meko “How terrorism in the West compares to terrorism everywhere else, Washington Post,” July 17,2016,
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/world/the-scale-of-terrorist-attacks-around-the-world/?hpid=hp_no-name_graphic-story-a%3Ahomepage%2Fstory,

Keeping Terrorism in Perspective: The Suicide Threat in the U.S.
in 2014: 42,773 Dead

In 2014, 42,773 Americans killed themselves according to the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Half did so with
guns. That’s not only more than the number of Americans who
were killed in mass shootings, it’s more than the number of
people who were killed with guns in homicides and accidents
combined.
Source: Kim Soffen, Washington Post, July 17, 2016, https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/business/wonkblog/suicide-rates/?tid=a_inl

Terrorist Attacks in Rest of the World with 5 Non-Militant Deaths
January 1, 2015 – July 16, 2016

Source: Jane’s IHS; Lazaro Gamio and Tim Meko “How terrorism in the West compares to terrorism everywhere else, Washington Post,” July 17,2016,
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/world/the-scale-of-terrorist-attacks-around-the-world/?hpid=hp_no-name_graphic-story-a%3Ahomepage%2Fstory,

The Blurred Line Between Terrorism and Insurgency:
January 1, 2015 – July 16, 2016

Since the beginning of 2015, the Middle East, Africa and Asia have seen nearly 50 times more deaths from terrorism than
Europe and the Americas. The Middle East and northern Africa account for over two-thirds of terrorism deaths since
January 2015, with multiple attacks occurring daily, each claiming on average at least a dozen lives.
Source: Jane’s IHS; Lazaro Gamio and Tim Meko “How terrorism in the West compares to terrorism everywhere else, Washington Post,” July 17,2016,
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/world/the-scale-of-terrorist-attacks-around-the-world/?hpid=hp_no-name_graphic-story-a%3Ahomepage%2Fstory,

Terrorist Attacks and Casualties Worldwide 2015

The months with the most combined casualties (people killed and injured) were June, July, August, and September.
This global pattern differs from the monthly variations in 2012, 2013, and 2014, during which total attacks and casualties worldwide generally
peaked in May or June, coinciding with the onset of spring “fighting season” in Afghanistan.
In 2015, the number of total attacks in Afghanistan did increase 127% between February (88 attacks) and May (200 attacks); however, this trend is
obscured in the global statistics due to considerable decreases in the number of terrorist attacks in Iraq, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Egypt, and Nigeria
during the first six months of the year.
The total number of people killed in terrorist attacks peaked in April and July 2015, driven by especially lethal attacks carried out by ISIL in Iraq during these
months.
Of the 28,328 people killed in terrorist attacks in 2015, 6,924 (24%) were perpetrators of terrorist attacks. Perpetrators were killed intentionally in suicide
attacks, accidentally while attempting to carry out attacks, or by security forces or victims responding to attacks. This is an 11% increase in the number of
perpetrator deaths, compared to 2014.
Source: National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism: Annex of Statistical Information, Country Reports on Terrorism 2015
, U.S. State Department, Bureau of Counterterrorism and Countering Violent Extremism, May 2016, http://www.state.gov/j/ct/rls/crt/2015/257526.htm
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Five Perpetrator Groups with the Most Attacks Worldwide, 2014-2015

The sharp increase in attacks carried out by the PKK took place in the latter half of 2015, when they carried out 38 attacks per month on average,
compared to an average of two attacks per month between January and June. Half of these attacks (50%) targeted police.
While ISIL was responsible for 31% fewer terrorist attacks in Iraq (741 in 2015 compared to 969 in 2014), the number of attacks carried out by ISIL in
Syria increased by 39% (147 in 2015 compared to 90 in 2014). Furthermore, the geographic reach of attacks by ISIL and its affiliates expanded as existing
terrorist groups pledged allegiance to ISIL. In addition to Boko Haram in West Africa, the most active of these ISIL branches were located in
Afghanistan/Pakistan, Egypt, Libya, and Yemen.
Among these five perpetrator groups, the average lethality of attacks carried out by Boko Haram (12.7 people killed per attack), ISIL (7.3), the Taliban
(4.4), and TTP (3.5) were higher than the global average (2.3) in 2015. The average number of people killed by attacks carried out by the PKK (1.2), and
Maoists in India (0.5) was much lower by comparison.
All five of the most active groups markedly increased the number of people kidnapped or taken hostage in 2015; however, the increases in hostagetakings by Maoists in India and the PKK were exceptionally large. Attacks carried out by these two groups in 2015 involved 843 victims kidnapped or
taken hostage, compared to 231 in 2014.
Source: National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism: Annex of Statistical Information, Country Reports on Terrorism 2015
, U.S. State Department, Bureau of Counterterrorism and Countering Violent Extremism, May 2016, http://www.state.gov/j/ct/rls/crt/2015/257526.htm
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Percent of Casualties in Terrorist Attacks Worldwide, 2015

Source: National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism: Annex of Statistical Information, Country Reports on Terrorism 2015
, U.S. State Department, Bureau of Counterterrorism and Countering Violent Extremism, May 2016, http://www.state.gov/j/ct/rls/crt/2015/257526.htm
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Tactics Used in Terrorist Attacks Worldwide, 2015
The most commonly used tactic in 2015 involved
explosives (52%), followed by armed assaults (23%), which
almost always involved firearms.
In addition to the tactics shown in Figure 2, there were
101 unarmed assaults in 2015—attacks aimed at harming
people, without the use of explosives or firearms.
Unarmed assaults primarily involved melee weapons,
chemical weapons, or vehicles as weapons.
There were also 37 hijackings carried out in 2015,
primarily targeting cars, trucks, and buses as well as
several ambulances. The lethality of terrorist tactics varied
considerably.
On average, attacks in which hostages were taken were
by far the deadliest in 2015, causing more than 8 deaths
per attack in barricade events, and more than 4 deaths per
attack in the context of kidnappings.
The tactics that were least likely to cause large numbers of
casualties were unarmed assaults (83% nonlethal) and
facility or infrastructure attacks (98% nonlethal). The
number of suicide attacks increased by 26%, from 575 in
2014, to 726 in 2015.
Suicide attacks in 2015 killed 6,712 people, including
1,722 perpetrators, and wounded more than 10,000
people.
Although these attacks took place in 24 countries, twothirds of them took place in Iraq (33%), Afghanistan (19%),
and Nigeria (17%). On average, suicide attacks in 2015
were 4.6 times as lethal as non-suicide attacks.
Source: National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism: Annex of Statistical Information, Country Reports on Terrorism 2015
, U.S. State Department, Bureau of Counterterrorism and Countering Violent Extremism, May 2016, http://www.state.gov/j/ct/rls/crt/2015/257526.htm
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Types of Attacks Used in Terrorist Attacks Worldwide, 2015- I

Source: START,
https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?charttype=pie&chart=attack&casualties_type=&casualties_max=&start_year=2015&start_month=1&sta
rt_day=1&end_year=2015&end_month=12&end_day=31
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Types of Attacks Used in Terrorist Attacks Worldwide, 2015- II

Source: START,
https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?charttype=pie&chart=attack&casualties_type=&casualties_max=&start_year=2015&start_month=1&sta
rt_day=1&end_year=2015&end_month=12&end_day=31
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Weapons Types Used in Terrorist Attacks Worldwide, 2015

Source: START,
https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?charttype=bar&chart=weapon&casualties_type=&casualties_max=&start_year=2015&start_month=1&s
tart_day=1&end_year=2015&end_month=12&end_day=31
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Targets of Terrorist Attacks Worldwide, 2015
More than half of all targets attacked
in 2015 (55%) were classified as
either private citizens and property
or police, as shown in Table 4.
Terrorist attacks targeting private
citizens
and
property
were
particularly prevalent in African
countries including Niger (78% of all
attacks in Niger), Chad (77%),
Cameroon (69%), Nigeria (69%), the
Democratic Republic of the Congo
(66%), and Sudan (56%).
Attacks targeting police were most
frequently aimed at police buildings,
checkpoints, and officers or security
forces, and were most prevalent in
Bahrain (73%), Turkey (48%), and
Saudi Arabia (46%).
The most ubiquitous targets of
terrorist attacks in 2015 were private
citizens and property (attacked in 63
countries), police (attacked in 58
countries), and general (nondiplomatic) government targets
(attacked in 50 countries).
Attacks on airports and aircraft
decreased by 60%; 23 airports or
aircraft were targeted in 2015, down
from 58 in 2014. However, other
types of transportation were
targeted more frequently in 2015,
increasing to 381 from 356 in 2014.
Source: National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism: Annex of Statistical Information, Country Reports on Terrorism 2015
, U.S. State Department, Bureau of Counterterrorism and Countering Violent Extremism, May 2016, http://www.state.gov/j/ct/rls/crt/2015/257526.htm
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Targets of Terrorist Attacks Worldwide, 2015 - I

Source: START,
https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?charttype=pie&chart=target&casualties_type=&casualties_max=&start_year=2015&start_month=1&sta
rt_day=1&end_year=2015&end_month=12&end_day=31.
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Targets of Terrorist Attacks Worldwide, 2015 - II

Source: START,
https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?charttype=pie&chart=target&casualties_type=&casualties_max=&start_year=2015&start_month=1&sta
rt_day=1&end_year=2015&end_month=12&end_day=31.
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Summary Trends in Terrorism
by Region: 1970-2015
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Attacks by Region, 2015

Source: START,
https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?charttype=pie&chart=attack&casualties_type=&casualties_max=&start_year=2015&start_month=1&sta
rt_day=1&end_year=2015&end_month=12&end_day=31
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Patterns in Global Terrorism: 2014

Source: European Parliament. https://epthinktank.eu/2015/11/09/the-new-old-face-of-terrorism/.
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Ten Countries with the Most Terrorist Attacks, 2014-2015

Four countries listed were not among the ten countries with the most deaths in 2015. These include: India (ranked
14th in terms of total deaths), Philippines (16th), Bangladesh (30th), and Libya (11th). Likewise, four countries not
ranked in Table 2 among those with the most attacks, but were among the ten with the most deaths in 2015. These
include Somalia (ranked 13th in terms of total attacks), Yemen (15th), Cameroon (23rd), and Niger (34th).
Source: National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism: Annex of Statistical Information, Country Reports on Terrorism 2015
, U.S. State Department, Bureau of Counterterrorism and Countering Violent Extremism, May 2016, http://www.state.gov/j/ct/rls/crt/2015/257526.htm
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CSIS Map of START Estimate of Attacks in North America
(2012-2015)

Source: Max Markusen. Project Manager, Research Associate, Dracopoulos iDeas Lab | Arleigh A. Burke Chair in Strategy, CSIS |
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Incidents in North America Region
19702015

37,841
Incidents
40,422 Incidents
3,806
Incidents

253 Incidents
20102015

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?; All incidents regardless of doubt.
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Incidents in U.S.
19702015

20102015

2,693 Incidents

1970-1973 Peak rarely produced
casualties. Was driven by:
Left-Wing Militants
Weather Underground, Weathermen
Black Nationalists
Armed Commandos of Liberation
White Extremists
Student Radicals

253 Incidents
127 Incidents

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?; All incidents regardless of doubt.
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U.S. Victims in 2015
U.S. citizens
overseas
killed as a
result of
incidents of
terrorism: 19
U.S. citizens
overseas
injured as a
result of
incidents of
terrorism: 22
U.S. citizens
overseas
kidnapped as
a result of
incidents of
terrorism: 0
Terrorism Deaths,
Injuries and Kidnappings
of Private U.S. Citizens
Overseas in 2015, Bureau
of Counterterrorism and
Countering Violent
Extremism, Country
Reports on Terrorism
2015,http://www.state.g
ov/j/ct/rls/crt/2015/2575
28.htm
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CSIS Map of START Estimate of Attacks in Europe (2012-2015)

Source: Max Markusen. Project Manager, Research Associate, Dracopoulos iDeas Lab | Arleigh A. Burke Chair in Strategy, CSIS |
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Incidents in Western Europe
19702015

20102015

13,434 Incidents

253 Incidents
127
Incidents
7,210 Incidents

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?; All incidents regardless of doubt.
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Incidents in Eastern Europe
19702015

20102015

4,892 Incidents

253 Incidents
127
Incidents
7,210 Incidents
2,438 Incidents

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?; All incidents regardless of doubt.
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CSIS Map of START Estimate of Attacks in MENA (2012-2015)

Source: Max Markusen. Project Manager, Research Associate, Dracopoulos iDeas Lab | Arleigh A. Burke Chair in Strategy, CSIS |
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Incidents in MENA Region
19702015

40,422 Incidents

22,953 Incidents
20102015

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?; All incidents regardless of doubt.
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CSIS Map of START Estimate of Attacks in South Asia (2012-2015)

Source: Max Markusen. Project Manager, Research Associate, Dracopoulos iDeas Lab | Arleigh A. Burke Chair in Strategy, CSIS |
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Incidents in South Asia Region
19702015

40,422Incidents
Incidents
37,841

22,077 Incidents
20102015

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?; All incidents regardless of doubt.
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CSIS Map of START Estimate of Attacks in Central Asia (2012-2015)

Source: Max Markusen. Project Manager, Research Associate, Dracopoulos iDeas Lab | Arleigh A. Burke Chair in Strategy, CSIS |
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Incidents in Central Asia Region
19702015

583 Incidents

55 Incidents
20102015

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?; All incidents regardless of doubt.
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CSIS Map of START Estimate of Attacks in East Asia (2012-2015)

Source: Max Markusen. Project Manager, Research Associate, Dracopoulos iDeas Lab | Arleigh A. Burke Chair in Strategy, CSIS |
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Incidents in East Asia Region
19702015

20102015

583 Incidents
786

55 Incidents
92 Incidents

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?; All incidents regardless of doubt.
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CSIS Map of START Estimate of Attacks in Oceania (2012-2015)

Source: Max Markusen. Project Manager, Research Associate, Dracopoulos iDeas Lab | Arleigh A. Burke Chair in Strategy, CSIS |
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Incidents in Australasia and Oceania Region
19702015
246 Incidents

20102015

55 Incidents
92 Incidents
18 Incidents

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?; All incidents regardless of doubt.
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CSIS Map of START Estimate of Attacks in Sub Sahara (2012-2015)

Source: Max Markusen. Project Manager, Research Associate, Dracopoulos iDeas Lab | Arleigh A. Burke Chair in Strategy, CSIS |
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Incidents in Sub-Sahara Region
19702015

20102015

13,434 Incidents
583 Incidents

7,210 Incidents

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?; All incidents regardless of doubt.
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CSIS Map of START Estimate of Attacks in South America (2012-2015)

Source: Max Markusen. Project Manager, Research Associate, Dracopoulos iDeas Lab | Arleigh A. Burke Chair in Strategy, CSIS |
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Incidents in South America Region
19702015

20102015

18,628 Incidents

1,022 Incidents
7,210 Incidents

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?; All incidents regardless of doubt.
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CSIS Map of START Estimate of Attacks in Central America
(2012-2015 )

Source: Max Markusen. Project Manager, Research Associate, Dracopoulos iDeas Lab | Arleigh A. Burke Chair in Strategy, CSIS |
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Incidents in Central America Region
19702015

20102015

18,628 Incidents
10,337

1,022 Incidents
7,210 Incidents
23 Incidents

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?; All incidents regardless of doubt.
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Deaths by Region: 2014

Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf, p. 37.
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Perpetrators Operating in More than One Region: 2014

Source: European Parliament. https://epthinktank.eu/2015/11/09/the-new-old-face-of-terrorism/.
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Most Dangerous Perpetrators by Region: 2014

Source: European Parliament. https://epthinktank.eu/2015/11/09/the-new-old-face-of-terrorism/.
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Deaths by Region: 2013-2014

Source: European Parliament. https://epthinktank.eu/2015/11/09/the-new-old-face-of-terrorism/.
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Countries with Highest terrorist Death Rate: 20002014

•

Ten countries with the highest number of deaths in 2014 accounted for 88 per
cent of the global total. However, the majority of these deaths have occurred in
just five countries. As in both 2012 and 2013, Iraq, Nigeria, Afghanistan, Pakistan
and

•
•

Syria remain the five countries most affected by terrorism.
In 2014 these five countries accounted for 78 per cent of all terrorist deaths.
Four of the five countries had the highest levels ever recorded. Nigeria’s increase
in deaths is also the largest yearly increase ever recorded.
Outside the ten countries with the highest number of deaths from terrorism,
deaths increased by 139 per cent from 2013 to 2014.
In 2014 there were 4,005 deaths from terrorism in the rest of the world,
representing 12 per cent of total deaths.

•
•
•

In contrast, in 2013 there were 1,679 deaths from terrorism in the rest of the
world representing 9.3 per cent of deaths in that year.

Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf, p. 14.
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Terrorism in the
MENA Region: 1970-2016
A Case Study
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Incidents in MENA Region: 1970-2015
19702015

40,422 Incidents

22,953 Incidents
20102015

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?
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START: Terrorism in Islamic Regions: 2010-2015

52,295 Incidents

Grow 3-4 times in 5 years
– if do not include insurgency
--2,867 or 5.5% attributed to
ISIL/ISIS/Daesh

Years: (between 2010 and 2015), All incidents regardless of doubt. Region: (South Asia; Central Asia; Middle East & North Africa; Subsaharan Africa)
Source: START Data Base, http://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/, and
https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?start_yearonly=2010&end_yearonly=2015&start_year=&start_month=&start_day=&end_year=&end_m
onth=&end_day=&region=10&asmSelect0=&perpetrator=40151&dtp2=all&success=yes&casualties_type=b&casualties_max=.
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START: Terrorism in the MENA Region: 2010-2015

22,953 Incidents

• Grow 2-3 times in 5 years
if do not include insurgency.
• 2,858, or only 12.5% are
attributed
to ISIS/ISIL/Daesh

Source: START Data Base, http://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/, and
https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?start_yearonly=2010&end_yearonly=2015&start_year=&start_month=&start_day=&end_year=&end_month=&e
nd_day=&region=10&asmSelect0=&perpetrator=40151&dtp2=all&success=yes&casualties_type=b&casualties_max=.
.
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Weapons Type in MENA Region: 2010-2015

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?
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Weapons Type in MENA Region: 2010-2015

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?
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Attack Type in MENA Region: 2010-2015

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?
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Target Type in MENA Region: 2015

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?
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ISIL, Al Qaida, Al Nusra Incidents in MENA Region: 2010-2015

Total of 4,495 between 2010 and end 2015; Includes: Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL); Al-Nusra Front; AlQaida; Al-Qaida in Iraq; Al-Qaida in Lebanon; Al-Qaida in Saudi Arabia; Al-Qaida in Yemen; Al-Qaida in the Arabian
Peninsula (AQAP); Al-Qaida in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM))
Source: START,
https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?charttype=pie&chart=attack&casualties_type=&casualties_max=&start_year=2015&start_month=1&sta
rt_day=1&end_year=2015&end_month=12&end_day=31
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Incidents From Major Groups U.S. is Fighting in MENA and South
Asia Regions: 2010-2015

Total of 9,482 between 2010 and end 2015; Includes Haqqani Network; Huthi Extremists; Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL); Al-Nusra Front; Al-Qaida;
Al-Qaida in Iraq; Al-Qaida in Lebanon; Al-Qaida in Saudi Arabia; Al-Qaida in Yemen; Al-Qaida in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP); Al-Qaida in the Islamic Maghreb
(AQIM); Taliban; Taliban (Pakistan)))
Source: START,
https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?charttype=pie&chart=attack&casualties_type=&casualties_max=&start_year=2015&start_month=1&sta
rt_day=1&end_year=2015&end_month=12&end_day=31
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ISIL, Al Qaida, Al Nusra Attacks by Type in MENA Region: 2010-2015
Total Attacks by Type

Total of 1,350 between 2010 and end 2015; Includes: Al-Qaida in Iraq; Al-Qaida in Lebanon; Al-Qaida in Saudi Arabia;
Al-Qaida in Yemen; Al-Qaida in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP)

Source: START,
https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?charttype=pie&chart=attack&casualties_type=&casualties_max=&start_year=2015&start_month=1&sta
rt_day=1&end_year=2015&end_month=12&end_day=31
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ISIL, Al Qaida, Al Nusra Attacks by Country: 2010-2015
Syria: 533 Incidents

Iraq: 2,896 Incidents

Yemen: 893 Incidents

Saudi Arabia: 10 Incidents

Perpetrators: (Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL); Al-Nusra Front; Al-Qaida; Al-Qaida in Iraq; Al-Qaida in Lebanon; Al-Qaida in Saudi Arabia; AlQaida in Yemen; Al-Qaida in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP); Al-Qaida in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM)); All incidents regardless of doubt.
Source: START,
https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?charttype=pie&chart=attack&casualties_type=&casualties_max=&start_year=2015&start_month=1&sta
rt_day=1&end_year=2015&end_month=12&end_day=31
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Iraq: Ten Years of Sunni Terrorist Attacks: 2004-2013

Source: New York Times, Updated May 11, 2015http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/06/12/world/middleeast/the-iraq-isis-conflict-in-maps-photos-andvideo.html?action=click&contentCollection=Middle%20East&region=Footer&configSection=article&isLoggedIn=false&moduleDetail=undefined&pgtype=Multimedia

The Civil Side: Massive Demographic Pressure
MENA 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020 2030 2040 2050
in
Millions 81.8 105.5 137.6 184.7 252.5 310.4 376.9 420.1 520.7 581.3 635.8

• MENA Growth in 1950-2010 was 4.5 times.
•
•
•
•
•

Egypt grew 4.5 times between 1950 and 2016.
Iraq grew 7.4 times
Libya grew 6.8 times
Syria grew 4.9 times
Yemen grew 5.7 times

• Projected MENA Growth in 2010-2015 is 59%.
Source: United States Census Bureau, International Data Base, Accessed September 2016.
http://www.census.gov/population/international/data/idb/informationGateway.php
.
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The Civil Side: Demographics by Country

Source: United States Census Bureau, International Data Base, Accessed April 2015.
http://www.census.gov/population/international/data/idb/informationGateway.php
.
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The Civil Side: Youth Bulge

Source: Central Intelligence Agency, World Factbook 2014, Accessed April 2014,
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/ .
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The Civil Side: Governance
Failed governance leads to violence and extremism, or civil conflict.
Authoritarianism and repression do not suppress them, simply bottle them
up until they explode.
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The Civil Side: Corruption
Corruption breeds anger and extremism: See Syria, Yemen, Libya, Iraq and
Afghanistan

Source: Transparency International Corruption Perceptions Index, Accessed February, 2016. http://www.transparency.org/cpi2015/#results-table

84

Sectarian
Divisions
in Iraq

Source: New York Times, Updated
May 11,
2015http://www.nytimes.com/inter
active/2014/06/12/world/middleeas
t/the-iraq-isis-conflict-in-mapsphotos-andvideo.html?action=click&contentColl
ection=Middle%20East&region=Foot
er&configSection=article&isLoggedI
n=false&moduleDetail=undefined&
pgtype=Multimedia

Sectarian Division of Baghdad: 2003-2009

Source: New York Times, Updated May 11, 2015http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/06/12/world/middleeast/the-iraq-isis-conflict-in-maps-photos-andvideo.html?action=click&contentCollection=Middle%20East&region=Footer&configSection=article&isLoggedIn=false&moduleDetail=undefined&pgtype=Multimedia

Global Patterns of Attack:
Longer Term Trends
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Terrorist Attacks: 2000-2014

Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf, p. 15.
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Success Rates: 2000-2014

Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf, p. 36.
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Key Methods of Attack: 2000-2014

Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf, p. 36.
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Terrorism’s Rising Death Toll

Source: 2015: The Year in Charts, STEVEN RATTNER DEC. 28, 2015
New York Times, http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/12/28/opinion/rattner-2015-year-in-charts.html?_r=0.
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Rising Lethality of Attacks

Between 1970 and 2014, there have been 176 occasions on which terrorist attacks killed more than 100 people (excluding perpetrators), in a particular country on a particular day. This includes both
isolated attacks, multiple attacks, and multi-part, coordinated attacks. The first such event took place in 1978, when an arson attack targeting the Cinema Rex Theater in Abadan, Iran killed more than
400 people. Since the Cinema Rex attack, and until 2013, 4.2 such mass-fatality terrorist events happened per year, on average. In 2014, the number increased dramatically when 26 mass-fatality
terrorist events took place in eight different countries: Afghanistan (1), Central African Republic (1), Iraq (9), Nigeria (9), Pakistan (1), South Sudan (1), Syria (3), and Ukraine (1).
The occurrence of a series of attacks on a particular day that result in large numbers of casualties may or may not be indicative of explicit coordination among perpetrators. Nearly half (11) of the 26
days in 2014 in which more than 100 victims were killed by terrorists in a single country involved the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) as perpetrators. In Nigeria, all nine of the highly
lethal days involved the perpetrator group Boko Haram. Other perpetrator groups responsible for attacks on these high-lethality days include the Taliban in Afghanistan, militia groups in the
Central African Republic, Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), Sudan People’s Liberation Movement in Opposition (SPLM-IO), al-Nusra Front, and the Luhansk People’s Republic and the Donetsk People’s
Republic, both in Ukraine.
Between 2000 and 2014, there were 83 days on which more than 100 people were killed by terrorist attacks in a single country. These attacks took place in 25 countries in North and South America,
Europe, the Middle East, Africa, and Asia; however, they were especially concentrated in Iraq and Nigeria.
Although Western Europe has historically experienced thousands of terrorist attacks, highly lethal attacks like the recent events in Paris are extremely unusual. The deadliest terrorist attacks in
Western Europe between 2000 and 2014 took place in Madrid, Spain, on March 11, 2004 when assailants attacked six different transportation targets with explosives. Four of the devices
detonated, killing 191 people and wounding more than 1,800.

Source: START, “Mass-Fatality, Coordinated Attacks Worldwide, and Terrorism in France, Background Report,
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/151121fc77afeac0., p. 1
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Deaths from Terrorism: 2000-2014

Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf, p. 14.
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Average Lethality: 2000-2014

The recent attacks in Paris reportedly involved both explosives and firearms.
These two types of weapons are those most commonly used in terrorist attacks
worldwide.
Between 2000 and 2014, explosives were used in 58 percent of all terrorist
attacks, and firearms were used in 34 percent of all terrorist attacks. However
both firearms and explosives were used much more rarely—in less than 4
percent of all attacks.
Attacks that involved firearms were somewhat more deadly than those involving
explosives, causing 3.1 fatalities on average (including perpetrator deaths),
compared to 2.4.
Despite the potential for explosives to cause mass casualties in certain cases,
they were also more frequently used in attacks that are non-lethal (57%), either
because they targeted only property or were unsuccessful at causing human
casualties.
In comparison, 24 percent of all attacks involving only firearms worldwide
between 2000 and 2014 were non-lethal.
Attacks that involved both explosives and firearms caused, on average, 6.8
deaths per attack. This rate of lethality is 2.8 times that of all attacks overall, and
attacks involving explosives. It is 2.2 times the average lethality of attacks
involving firearms.

Source: START, “Mass-Fatality, Coordinated Attacks Worldwide, and Terrorism in France, Background Report,
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/151121fc77afeac0., p. 4
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Coordinated Attacks: 2000-2014

Like the recent attacks in Paris, some of the highly lethal terrorist attacks described above were carried out as part of coordinated events in which perpetrators execute multiple attacks
simultaneously, or nearly simultaneously, typically in a single country or city. Between 2000 and 2014, 14 percent of all terrorist attacks that occurred worldwide were conducted in coordination with
other attacks.
On average, individual attacks that were carried out as part of a coordinated event were slightly more deadly, causing 2.84 total fatalities on average, compared to isolated attacks, which caused 2.35
total fatalities on average. The average number of perpetrator fatalities among attacks that were part of a coordinated event were slightly higher as well—0.39 perpetrator deaths per attack,
compared to 0.33 for isolated attacks.
More than 10,000 coordinated terrorist attacks took place in 104 countries between 2000 and 2014. Much like terrorism in general, these attacks were concentrated among a small number of
countries. More than half of all coordinated attacks (54%) took place in Iraq, Pakistan, India, Nigeria, and Afghanistan.
Among countries that experienced more than 50 attacks between 2000 and 2014, France had the highest proportion of attacks that were carried out as part of multi-part, coordinated events, with 40
percent. The majority of these (87%) were carried out in Corsica by separatists including the Corsican National Liberation Front (FLNC), causing property damage but no deaths and few injuries.

Source: START, “Mass-Fatality, Coordinated Attacks Worldwide, and Terrorism in France, Background Report,
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/151121fc77afeac0., p. 2-3
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Key Perpetrators: 2000-2014
The perpetrator of the attack was unidentified for 40 percent of all coordinated
terrorist attacks that took place worldwide between 2000 and 2014. The
remaining 60 percent were disproportionately carried out by a relatively small
number of perpetrator groups.
While the recent attack in Paris shares similarities with the November 2008
attack in Mumbai, India, the perpetrator group in that attack, Lashkar-e-Taiba
(LeT), is not among the most frequent perpetrators of coordinated attacks.
In contrast, ISIL, under its current incarnation, carried out more than 750
coordinated attacks during this time period—specifically in 2013 and 2014.
However, this is a conservative assessment because the Global Terrorism
Database records the names of perpetrator organizations at the time of the
attack.
Thus, it is important to note that al-Qa’ida in Iraq (AQI), ISIL’s predecessor,
carried out at least 400 coordinated attacks as well. Also, 25 coordinated attacks
were attributed to the Islamic State of Iraq (ISI), another identity previously
assumed by ISIL, and several other coordinated attacks were carried out by
provinces of the Islamic State, including the Sinai Province and the Tripoli
Province.
Other organizations that have carried out more than a hundred coordinated
attacks include Boko Haram in Nigeria, the Taliban in Afghanistan, the
Communist Party of India- Maoist and unaffiliated Maoists in India, al-Shabaab
primarily in Somalia and Kenya, Tehriki-i-Taliban Pakistan, the Revolutionary
Armed Forces of Columbia (FARC), the New People’s Army (NPA) in the
Philippines, Fulani militants in Nigeria and the Central African Republic, and alQa’ida in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP).
In addition, at least 50 coordinated attacks between 2000 and 2014 were
carried out by individuals who reportedly were not affiliated with a particular
terrorist organization or group. These attacks took place in 10 countries;
however, 30 of them (60%) occurred in the United States and were carried out in
pursuit of a wide variety of ideological goals. Eighteen of the attacks were part of
a series in which a single perpetrator motivated by anti-government sentiment
planted pipe bombs in mailboxes in five U.S. states.

Source: START, “Mass-Fatality, Coordinated Attacks Worldwide, and Terrorism in France, Background Report,
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/151121fc77afeac0., p. 2-3
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Targets of Terrorism: 2000-2014

Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf, p. 34.
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Target by Business Type

The attacks in Paris reportedly targeted several “soft” targets where large numbers of civilians gather without extraordinary security measures in place. The targets included several
restaurants, a theater where a concert was being held, and a sports arena where a soccer match was being held.
The Global Terrorism Database classifies these particular types of targets as businesses, subcategorized as “restaurants/bars/cafés” and entertainment/cultural/stadiums/ casinos.”
Between 1970 and 2014, more than 2,300 of these types of targets were attacked by terrorists.
Among the most deadly attacks on these restaurant/entertainment targets were two coordinated attacks targeting tourists at Paddy’s Bar and the Sari Club in Kuta, Indonesia in October
2002. These attacks, which were claimed by al-Qa’ida and also attributed to members of Jemaah Islamiyah, killed more than 200 people and wounded more than 300 others.
Later that same month, Chechen rebels attacked Dubrovka Theater in Moscow, holding more than 900 people hostage. After a three-day standoff, Russian special forces filled the
building with an unidentified gas intended to subdue the perpetrators. The gas killed all 40 perpetrators as well as 125 hostages. Five additional hostages were killed by the attackers
during a shoot-out.
Over this entire 45-year time period, the most terrorist attacks against restaurant/entertainment targets took place in Iraq (342), the United Kingdom (167), Spain (131), Colombia (122),
and France (118). However, nearly all of the attacks in Iraq took place in the 21st century and were carried out by ISIL and its predecessors.
In contrast, attacks in Western Europe and Latin America were somewhat more concentrated in the 1970s, 1980s, and 1990s, and were most commonly attributed to perpetrator
organizations like Basque Fatherland and Freedom (ETA), the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC), the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK), the Irish Republican Army (IRA), and
the Corsican National Liberation Front (FLNC).

Source: START, “Mass-Fatality, Coordinated Attacks Worldwide, and Terrorism in France, Background Report,
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/151121fc77afeac0., p. 4
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Private Citizens and Property: 2000-2014

Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf, p. 35-36.
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Terrorism in Violent and WarTorn Countries
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Terror and Conflict

Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014,
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf, p. 71.
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Impact of Key Terrorist Groups: 2014

Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf, p. 39.
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Major Terrorist
Organizations:
The U.S. Official List
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Organizations Listed as Terrorist Groups and/or Subject to Sanctions

Sources: United Nations, Council of the European Union, US Department of State.
* Pursuant to (A) List of terrorist organizations in the Council Decision (CFSP) 2015/1334, (B) the EU's regime
implementing UN Security Council resolutions, (C) the EU's own sanction regime.
** Sanctions pursuant to UNSC (1) Resolution 1333 (2000) (2) Resolution 1390 (2002) (3) Resolution 1526 (2004) (4)
Resolution 1844 (2008) (5) Resolution 1904 (2009) (6) Resolution 1989 (2011) (7) Resolution 1988 (2011) (8)
Resolution 2083 (2012) (9) Resolution 2078 (2012) (10) Resolution 2161 (2014) (11) Resolution 2140 (2014)
*** Sanctions do not concern the whole group but rather specific individuals.

Source: European Parliament. https://epthinktank.eu/2015/11/09/the-new-old-face-of-terrorism/.
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State Sponsors of Terrorism
Countries determined by the Secretary of State to have repeatedly provided support for acts of international terrorism are designated
pursuant to three laws: section 6(j) of the Export Administration Act, section 40 of the Arms Export Control Act, and section 620A of the
Foreign Assistance Act. Taken together, the four main categories of sanctions resulting from designation under these authorities include
restrictions on U.S. foreign assistance; a ban on defense exports and sales; certain controls over exports of dual use items; and
miscellaneous financial and other restrictions.
Designation under the above-referenced authorities also implicates other sanctions laws that penalize persons and countries engaging in
certain trade with state sponsors. Currently there are three countries designated under these authorities: Iran, Sudan, and Syria.
Country Designation Date
• Iran January 19, 1984
• Sudan August 12, 1993
• Syria December 29, 1979

U.S. State Department, http://www.state.gov/j/ct/rls/other/des/123085.htm, and http://www.state.gov/j/ct/list/c14151.htm, accessed August 2,
1939
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The Rising Global Impact
of Islam
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The Global Impact of Islam: 2010-2050

Christians and
Hindus rise by
35%

Muslims rise by
73% or 1.6
billion.

Muslims will grow
by 6. 5% as a
share of the
global population.

Source: the Pew Research Center, The Future of World Religions: Population Growth Projections, 2010-2050, April 2, 2015,
http://www.pewforum.org/2015/04/02/religious-projections-2010-2050/. The UN and U.S. Census Bureau have similar data on population growth.
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The growth Islam Relative to Other Faiths: 2010-2050

Source: the Pew Research Center, The Future of World Religions: Population Growth Projections, 2010-2050, April 2, 2015,
http://www.pewforum.org/2015/04/02/religious-projections-2010-2050/.
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The Growth of Muslim Populations: 2010-2050
The primary
growth is
outside the
MENA region:
•

+5.2% of
population in
Asia

•

+5.6% in
Sub-Saharan
Africa

•

+4.3% in
Europe

May have the
same impact
globally as the
emergence of
China
Source: the Pew Research Center, The Future of World Religions: Population Growth Projections, 2010-2050, April 2, 2015,
http://www.pewforum.org/2015/04/02/religious-projections-2010-2050/.
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Demographics of Islam Relative to Other Faiths: 2010-2050
•

Muslims increase from 1.60 billion in world (23.2%) in 2010 to 2.67 billion (29.7%) in
2050.

•

Muslims in MENA increase from 317 million (93.0%) in 2010 to 551.9 million (93.7%)
in 2050.

Source: the Pew Research Center, The Future of World Religions: Population Growth Projections, 2010-2050, April 2, 2015,
http://www.pewforum.org/2015/04/02/religious-projections-2010-2050/.
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Global Impact by Region and Key Country : 2010-2050

Source: the Pew Research Center, The Future of World Religions: Population Growth Projections, 2010-2050, April 2, 2015,
http://www.pewforum.org/2015/04/02/religious-projections-2010-2050/, pp. 71, 73 & 74. Projections by country can be found beginning on page 234 of the
report.
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Impact on Middle East and North Africa: 2010-2050

The Middle East-North Africa region includes 20 countries and territories. Note that Turkey and Iran are
considered part of the Asia- Pacific region in this report.

Source: the Pew Research Center, The Future of World Religions: Population Growth Projections, 2010-2050, April 2, 2015,
http://www.pewforum.org/2015/04/02/religious-projections-2010-2050/, p. 154. Projections by country can be found beginning on page 234 of the report.
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The Rise of Terrorism in Islamic Regions

52,295 Incidents

Grow 3-4 times in 5 years
– if do not include insurgency

Years: (between 2010 and 2015), All incidents regardless of doubt. Region: (South Asia; Central Asia; Middle East & North Africa; Subsaharan Africa)
Source: START Data Base, http://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/.
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The Rise of Terrorism in the MENA Region

22,953 Incidents

• Grow 2-3 times in 5 years
if do not include insurgency.
• Only 38% can be attributed
to ISIS/Daesh

Source: START Data Base, http://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/.
.

117

The Vast Majority of Muslims
reject Extremism and
Terrorism
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Foreign Fighters are Negligible Part of Population Base: 5/2015

Source: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034

119

The Arab Youth Survey in 2016: Looking at a Broad Range of Views

Source: Adapted from the Asda'a Burson-Marsteller Arab Youth Survey 2016, https://www.google.com/search?q=Arab+Youth+Survey.com&ie=utf-8&oe=utf8.
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Arab Youth Largely See ISIS/ISIL/Daesh as a Threat

Source: Adapted from the Asda'a Burson-Marsteller Arab Youth Survey 2016, https://www.google.com/search?q=Arab+Youth+Survey.com&ie=utf-8&oe=utf8.
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Arab Youth Does Not Support ISIS’s Core Ideology- I

Source: Adapted from the Asda'a Burson-Marsteller Arab Youth Survey 2016, https://www.google.com/search?q=Arab+Youth+Survey.com&ie=utf-8&oe=utf8.
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Arab Youth Does Not Support ISIS’s Core Ideology- II

Source: Adapted from the Asda'a Burson-Marsteller Arab Youth Survey 2016, https://www.google.com/search?q=Arab+Youth+Survey.com&ie=utf-8&oe=utf8.
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Arab Youth focuses on Jobs and Conditions of Life

Source: Adapted from the Asda'a
Burson-Marsteller Arab Youth Survey
2016,
https://www.google.com/search?q=Ar
ab+Youth+Survey.com&ie=utf8&oe=utf-8.
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There is Broad Youth Support for Human Rights

Source: Adapted from the Asda'a Burson-Marsteller Arab Youth Survey 2016, https://www.google.com/search?q=Arab+Youth+Survey.com&ie=utf-8&oe=utf8.
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Most Youth see the “Arab Spring” Has Made Things Worse and Prefer
Stability over Democracy

Source: Adapted from the Asda'a Burson-Marsteller Arab Youth Survey 2016, https://www.google.com/search?q=Arab+Youth+Survey.com&ie=utf-8&oe=utf8.
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Public Perceptions of the Importance of Sharia: 2015

Recent surveys show (that most people in several countries with significant Muslim populations have an unfavorable view of ISIS, including virtually all respondents in
Lebanon and 94% in Jordan.
Relatively small shares say they see ISIS favorably. In some countries, considerable portions of the population do not offer an opinion about ISIS, including a majority (62%) of
Pakistanis.
Favorable views of ISIS are somewhat higher in Nigeria (14%) than most other nations. Among Nigerian Muslims, 20% say they see ISIS favorably (compared with 7% of
Nigerian Christians). The Nigerian militant group Boko Haram, which has been conducting a terrorist campaign in the country for years, has sworn allegiance to ISIS.
More generally, Muslims mostly say that suicide bombings and other forms of violence against civilians in the name of Islam are rarely or never justified, including 92% in
Indonesia and 91% in Iraq. In the United States, a 2011 survey found that 86% of Muslims …say that such tactics are rarely or never justified. An additional 7% say suicide
bombings are sometimes justified and 1% say they are often justified in these circumstances.
In a few countries, a quarter or more of Muslims say that these acts of violence are at least sometimes justified, including 40% in the Palestinian territories, 39% in
Afghanistan, 29% in Egypt and 26% in Bangladesh.
In many cases, people in countries with large Muslim populations are as concerned as Western nations...about the threat of Islamic extremism, and have become
increasingly concerned in recent years. About two-thirds of people in Nigeria (68%) and Lebanon (67%) said earlier this year they are very concerned about Islamic extremism
in their country, both up significantly since 2013.
Source: Pew Research Center, Michael Lipka, Muslims and Islam: Key findings in the U.S. and around the world, December 7, 2015, p. 4.
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Middle Eastern Support for ISIS: 2016 – Part One
Support with and Without Focus on ISIS actions

Not many Arabs sympathize with the Islamic State.
The percent agreeing with the Islamic State’s goals
range from 0.4 percent in Jordan to 6.4 percent in
the Palestinian territories. The percent agreeing with
the Islamic State’s use of violence range from 0.4
percent in Morocco to 5.4 percent in the Palestinian
territories. The percent agreeing that the Islamic
State’s tactics are compatible with Islam range from
1.0 percent in Jordan to 8.9 percent n the Palestinian
territories.

Source: By Mark Tessler, Michael Robbins and Amaney Jamal, What do ordinary citizens in the Arab world really think about the Islamic State?
Washington Post, July 29, 2016, https://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/monkey-cage/files/2016/07/Figure11.png?tid=a_inl.
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Middle Eastern Support for ISIS: 2016 – Part Two
Support with and Without Focus on ISIS actions

Source: By Mark Tessler, Michael Robbins and Amaney Jamal, What do ordinary citizens in the Arab world really think about the Islamic State?
Washington Post, July 29, 2016, https://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/monkey-cage/files/2016/07/Figure11.png?tid=a_inl.
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Muslim and Regional Support for ISIS: 2015

Source: Jacob Poushter, In nations with significant Muslim populations, much disdain for ISIS, November 17, 2015, Pew Research Center,
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2015/11/17/in-nations-with-significant-muslim-populations-much-disdain-for-isis/
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Muslim Support for Extremism: 2013- I

Source: Muslim Publics Share Concerns about Extremist Groups, Septem,ber 10,2013, http://www.pewglobal.org/2013/09/10/muslim-publics-shareconcerns-about-extremist-groups/.
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Muslim Support for Extremism: 2013 - II

Source: Muslim Publics Share Concerns about Extremist Groups, Septem,ber 10,2013, http://www.pewglobal.org/2013/09/10/muslim-publics-shareconcerns-about-extremist-groups/.
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U.S. Perceptions of ISIS Threat: 2016

The belief that overwhelming military force is the best way to defeat terrorism is held by 47% of the public,
but an equal number says relying on that strategy too much creates hatred that leads to more terrorism. The
partisan gap on this question is wide: 70% of Republicans say military force is the best approach, while 65% of
Democrats take the opposite view. The gap is even bigger between conservative Republicans and liberal
Democrats.
Source: Key findings on how Americans view the U.S. role in the world
, May 5,2016, http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2016/05/05/key-findings-on-how-americans-view-the-u-s-role-in-the-world/
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Western Public Concern over Domestic Islamic
Terrorism: 2005-2014: Pew Trust
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Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014,
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf, p. 52.

The Growing Role of ISIS
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Source: Hannah Fairfield, Tim Wallace and Derek Watkins, “How ISIS Expands,” The New York Times, accessed August 27, 2015,
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/05/21/world/middleeast/how-isis-expands.html?_r=0
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ISIS “Provinces”

Source: New York Times: http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/06/17/world/middleeast/map-isis-attacks-around-the-world.html?_r=0, 9.12.15
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START Map of Deaths: ISIL, Affiliates,
and Inspired : 2010-2015 - I

An interactive version of this map is available at http://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/interactive/ISILmap.html

Source: Adapted from START, Patterns of Islamic State-Related Terrorism, 2002--2015 , http://www.start.umd.edu/.
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START Map of Deaths: ISIL, Affiliates,
and Inspired : 2010-2015 - II

An interactive version of this map is available at http://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/interactive/ISILmap.html

Source: Adapted from START, Patterns of Islamic State-Related Terrorism, 2002--2015 ,
http://www.start.umd.edu/.
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The Rise of ISIS: 2000-2014 - I

Source: Meghan Keneally, JAN DIEHM, ABC News, Sobering Chart Shows ISIS Is the Terror Group With Most Mass Killings Since 2000
Nov 16, 2015, 5:12 PM ET, http://abcnews.go.com/International/sobering-chart-shows-isis-terror-group-mass-killings/story?id=35241284.
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START New Assessment of ISIS: 2002-2015
For more than a decade, the organization now known as the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL), or simply the
Islamic State, has carried out deadly terrorist attacks. Beginning as a small network led by Jordanian Abu Musab alZarqawi, the first terrorist attack attributed to this group was the assassination of American diplomat Laurence Foley in
Amman, Jordan in October 2002. Since then, the group initially known as Tawhid and Jihad (Jama’at al-Tawhid w’al-Jihad
(the Party of Monotheism and Jihad)) has undergone a complex evolution, including name changes, leadership changes,
and shifts in allegiance to other Salafi-jihadist organizations, most notably al-Qaida. In addition, the reach of ISIL’s
violence surpasses its own membership, to include attacks carried out by other groups and individuals who have pledged
allegiance to ISIL regardless of whether or not formal ties exist.
This complexity makes it difficult to comprehensively and systematically place into context the violence of one of the
most active and deadly terrorist organizations in recent history. For the purpose of this report, we have classified the
terrorist attacks in the Global Terrorism Database (GTD) into four ISIL-related perpetrator categories:
• ISIL Predecessor: attacks by organizations that were part of the ISIL lineage prior to adoption of the ISIL name in 2013
• ISIL: attacks by operatives of the “core” of the organization, based in and primarily active in Iraq and Syria
• ISIL Affiliate: attacks by organizations that have declared allegiance to ISIL1
• ISIL-Inspired: attacks by individuals who have indicated that they were motivated by allegiance to ISIL
• ISIL-Related: any of the above
This report presents data that illustrate the dynamics of ISIL-related terrorism over time and place, from 2002 to 2015. In
particular, we investigate trends in the number of attacks and deaths caused by ISIL-related terrorism over time, the
geographic spread of ISIL-related terrorism, and patterns of tactics, targets, and lethality of ISIL-related terrorism.

Source: START, Patterns of Islamic State-Related Terrorism, 2002—2015, Background Report, https://mail.google.com/_/scs/mailstatic/_/js/k=gmail.main.en.sXDiEpUnPe0.O/m=m_i,t/am=nhGPDGD-3_uDcS0DgK70kQrz3n--fSo7drnH_8DROlV4P_N_h_A_8FetIUC/rt=h/d=1/rs=AHGWq9CdJPOUaWLXcEmxR9Kqg0GbqzX_ow, and
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/1566f42d2a1e0a99.

141

ISIS, Affiliate, and Predecessor Attacks: 2002-2015
•

Between 2002 and 2015, more than 4,900 terrorist
attacks were carried out by groups or organizations
affiliated with ISIS

• The attacks caused more than 33,000 deaths and 41,000
injuries (including perpetrator casualties), and involved
more than 11,000 individuals held hostage or
kidnapped.
• Excluding incidents where the perpetrator group was
not identified, these attacks represented 13 percent of
all terrorist attacks worldwide, 26 percent of all deaths,
28 percent of all injuries, and 24 percent of all kidnap
victims or hostages due to terrorism during the same
time period

Between October 2002 and April 2013, ISIL predecessors (primarily known as alQaida in Iraq (AQI) and the Islamic State of Iraq (ISI)) carried out attacks almost
exclusively in Iraq (95%). An additional 5 percent of attacks carried out by the
perpetrator organizations that would become ISIL took place in Syria beginning in
December 2011.
Initially sources attributed responsibility for the attacks in Syria to AQI, and in 2012
al-Nusra Front began claiming responsibility for attacks in Syria. In addition, four
attacks were carried out in Jordan—one in 2002 (by Tawhid and Jihad) and three in
2005 (by AQI). Two men reportedly linked to AQI carried out an attack in the United
Kingdom in 2007.
In April 2013, ISI leader Abu Bakr al Baghdadi announced the expansion of ISI to
include al-Nusra Front in Syria.3 Although al-Nusra Front’s leadership ultimately
rejected this alliance, and al-Qaida leadership subsequently disowned ISIL

•

“Core” ISIL was responsible for the majority of attacks
(58%), deaths (58%), and especially hostages (88%),
compared to ISIL predecessor groups, ISIL-affiliated
groups, and individuals inspired by ISIL. Attacks carried
out by ISIL and ISIL predecessor groups each comprised
42 percent of all injuries caused in ISIL-related terrorist
attacks.

•

Although attacks carried out by individuals who claimed
allegiance to ISIL have drawn considerable media
attention in recent months, these perpetrators were
responsible for less than 1 percent of all ISIL-related
attacks and casualties between 2002 and 2015. In
addition, attacks carried out by individuals inspired by
ISIL were 74 percent less deadly on average than ISILrelated attacks in general (1.9 deaths per attack on
average, compared to 7.3).

Source: START, Patterns of Islamic State-Related Terrorism, 2002—2015, Background Report, https://mail.google.com/_/scs/mailstatic/_/js/k=gmail.main.en.sXDiEpUnPe0.O/m=m_i,t/am=nhGPDGD-3_uDcS0DgK70kQrz3n--fSo7drnH_-8DROlV4P_N_h_A_8FetIUC/rt=h/d=1/rs=AHGWq9CdJPOUaWLXcEmxR9Kqg0GbqzX_ow,
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and https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/1566f42d2a1e0a99.

START: Attacks - ISIL, Affiliates, and Inspired: 2010-2015

ISIL Predecessor: attacks by organizations that were part of the ISIL lineage prior to adoption of the ISIL name in 2013
ISIL: attacks by operatives of the “core” of the organization, based in and primarily active in Iraq and Syria
ISIL Affiliate: attacks by organizations that have declared allegiance to ISIL1
ISIL-Inspired: attacks by individuals who have indicated that they were motivated by allegiance to ISIL
ISIL-Related: any of the above

Source: Adapted from START, Patterns of Islamic State-Related Terrorism, 2002--2015 , http://www.start.umd.edu/.
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START: Deaths - ISIL, Affiliates, and Inspired: 2010-2015

Keeping in mind the potential impact of increasing access to media sources on which the GTD is based, we encourage readers to interpret trends over time with caution. For
more information please see:
Jensen, M. (2013, November 25). The benefits and drawbacks of methodological advancements in data collection and coding: Insights from the Global Terrorism Database
(GTD). Retrieved from http://start.umd.edu/news/discussion-point-benefits-and-drawbacks-methodological-advancements-data-collection-and-coding

Source: Adapted from START, Patterns of Islamic State-Related Terrorism, 2002--2015 , http://www.start.umd.edu/.
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START: ISIS Attack Patterns: 2010-2015

While approximately half (51%) of attacks carried out by perpetrators not linked to ISIL were lethal, three-quarters (75%) of ISIL-related attacks were deadly. The highest proportion of lethal
attacks were those carried out by ISIL-inspired individuals, whose attacks resulted in at least one death 85 percent of the time. Note, however, that despite this relatively high prevalence of
deadly attacks, the average lethality of attacks carried out by ISIL-inspired individuals between 2002 and 2015 was 1.9 deaths per attack. This is much more similar to the lethality of attacks
by perpetrators not linked to ISIL (2.1 deaths per attack). In contrast, the average number of deaths per attack carried out by ISIL predecessor groups was 8.6, the average number of deaths
caused by attacks carried out by ISIL “core” was 7.5, and attacks by ISIL affiliated groups caused 5.8 deaths per attack, on average.
None of the attacks by ISIL-inspired individuals were suicide attacks, compared to approximately 24 percent of attacks by ISIL predecessors, 19 percent of attacks by ISIL “core,” and 17
percent of attacks by ISIL affiliates. Nearly two-thirds (63%) of the weapons used in the ISIL-inspired attacks were firearms. Seven of these attacks involved “melee” weapons—knives or other
sharp objects. Two involved explosives, and in one of these (the San Bernardino attack in the United States), the explosives failed to detonate. Two attacks involved vehicles used as weapons.
In addition to the prevalence of suicide attacks, ISIL-related terrorist attacks between 2002 and 2015 were also distinguished by the frequent taking of hostages and commission of multi-part
events comprised of coordinated attacks. In approximately 12 percent of ISIL-related attacks, including those carried out by individuals inspired by ISIL, the assailants either kidnapped victims
or held hostages at the site of the attack. This tactic was 50 percent more prevalent in ISIL-related attacks than in attacks that were not linked to ISIL.
Likewise, the prevalence of coordinated attacks was three times as high for ISIL-related attacks (39% of all attacks were part of a coordinated event) compared to attacks that were not
carried out by ISIL-linked perpetrators (13%). In general, attacks that were part of a coordinated event were 22 percent deadlier, on average, than isolated attacks. However, with respect to
ISIL-related attacks, those that were part of coordinated events were actually 38 percent less deadly, on average, compared to isolated attacks. This somewhat counter-intuitive finding stems
from the fact that ISIL and its predecessors have carried out a number of exceptionally deadly isolated attacks, causing hundreds of casualties.

Source: Adapted from START, Patterns of Islamic State-Related Terrorism, 2002--2015 , http://www.start.umd.edu/.
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START: Terrorism in Islamic Regions: 2010-2015

52,295 Incidents

Grow 3-4 times in 5 years
– if do not include insurgency
--2,867 or 5.5% attributed to
ISIL/ISIS/Daesh

Years: (between 2010 and 2015), All incidents regardless of doubt. Region: (South Asia; Central Asia; Middle East & North Africa; Subsaharan Africa)
Source: START Data Base, http://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/, and
https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?start_yearonly=2010&end_yearonly=2015&start_year=&start_month=&start_day=&end_year=&end_m
onth=&end_day=&region=10&asmSelect0=&perpetrator=40151&dtp2=all&success=yes&casualties_type=b&casualties_max=.
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START: Terrorism in the MENA Region: 2010-2015

22,953 Incidents

• Grow 2-3 times in 5 years
if do not include insurgency.
• 2,858, or only 12.5% are
attributed
to ISIS/ISIL/Daesh

Source: START Data Base, http://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/, and
https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?start_yearonly=2010&end_yearonly=2015&start_year=&start_month=&start_day=&end_year=&end_month=&e
nd_day=&region=10&asmSelect0=&perpetrator=40151&dtp2=all&success=yes&casualties_type=b&casualties_max=.
.
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START: Weapons Uses in ISIS Attacks: 2013-2015
In comparison to global patterns during the
same time period, the weapons used by ISIL
in terrorist attacks between 2013 and 2015
were disproportionately explosives rather
than firearms and incendiaries.
Specifically, the vast majority (80%) of
weapons used in ISIL’s attacks were
explosives, compared to 58 percent of
weapons used worldwide. An additional 16
percent of weapons used by ISIL were
firearms, compared to 33 percent globally,
and 2 percent involved “melee” weapons
(usually sharp or blunt objects).
Only 1 percent of the weapons used in ISIL’s
attacks were incendiaries, much lower than
the usage of incendiary weapons in 6 percent
of terrorist attacks worldwide.
Chemicals, vehicles as weapons, and
sabotage equipment comprised less than 1
percent of the weapons used in attacks by
ISIL between 2013 and 2015. Note, however,
that recent reports indicate that ISIL’s use of
chemical weapons became more common in
2016.9
Source: Adapted from START, Patterns of Islamic State-Related Terrorism, 2002--2015 , http://www.start.umd.edu/.

148

WP
Estimate
of
10/2015

Missy Ryan and Hassan Morajea, “In Libya, the Islamic State’s black banner rises by the Mediterranean,” Washington Post, October 8, 2015,
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/in-libya-the-islamic-states-black-banner-rises-by-the-mediterranean/2015/10/08/15f3de1a-56fc-11e5-8bb1b488d231bba2_story.html
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START: Active ISIS Affiliates: 2014-2015

As new and established organizations began making declarations of allegiance to ISIL, the network expanded dramatically. In 2014, 11 ISIL-affiliated perpetrator groups carried out terrorist
attacks in eight different countries, and in 2015 a total of 27 ISIL-affiliated groups carried out attacks in 20 different countries. The 10 most active ISIL affiliates are listed in the table below,
along with information about their attack patterns. Note that for organizations that existed prior to pledging allegiance to ISIL, such as Boko Haram, the table includes only those attacks that
they carried out as ISIL affiliates. Thus, the time periods included for each group are not directly comparable.
The ISIL affiliates responsible for the most terrorist attacks and deaths are certainly those that were the most well-established organizations prior to indicating their allegiance to ISIL, and/or
had declared allegiance to ISIL the earliest. These include Boko Haram in Nigeria, the Sinai Province (formerly Ansar Bayt al-Maqdis) in Egypt, and BIFM in the Philippines. ISIL’s presence in
Libya was precipitated by Libyan fighters returning from Iraq and Syria—militants who had organized as the Islamic Youth Shura Council, which splintered from Ansar al-Sharia.10
Terrorist attacks by both ISIL and ISIL affiliates were characterized by a high proportion of perpetrator deaths—24 percent and 23 percent of total deaths, respectively—compared to attacks
that were not linked to ISIL, in which 17 percent of all deaths were perpetrator deaths. The affiliates whose attacks resulted in the highest proportion of perpetrators among those killed were
the Khorasan Chapter in Afghanistan and Pakistan (47% of those killed in attacks were perpetrators), BIFM (35%), the Sinai Province (27%), and Boko Haram (24%). More than one-fifth (22%)
of the Boko Haram and Sinai Province assailants who were killed died in suicide attacks. Attacks in which especially large numbers of perpetrators were killed typically involved numerous
assailants attacking a security target, or security forces responding to a major attack targeting civilians.
A key distinction of the attacks by ISIL-inspired perpetrators, all of which occurred in 2014 and 2015, is that they took place in locations where terrorist attacks were relatively rare compared
to where ISIL and ISIL affiliates were typically active. Eight of the ISIL-inspired attacks took place in the United States, six in France, four in Australia, two in Denmark, two in Canada; the Gaza
Strip, Bosnia-Herzegovina, the United Kingdom, and the Philippines each experienced one ISIL-inspired attack.

Source: Adapted from START, Patterns of Islamic State-Related Terrorism, 2002--2015 , http://www.start.umd.edu/.
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ISIS vs. El Salvador: Levels of Violence in 2015

Source: Iraq Body Count, CIA World Factbook, El Faro, Washington Post,
http://www.washingtonpost.com/sf/world/2016/10/28/el-salvadors-conflict-with-gangs-is-beginning-to-look-likea-war/.

Conflicting START Estimates for 2015 - I
The data on terrorism are scarcely precise and given sources often provide a major range
of uncertainty and different ways to estimate the same trends. This is true even of the
one official report that should be most authoritative. The U.S. State Department Country
Report on Terrorism for 2015, issued in May 2016, estimates that IISS/ISIL committed 931
terrorist attacks in 2015, or % out of a global total of 11,774.
•

IISS/ISIL was responsible for 6,050 terrorist deaths in 2015, or 21.3% of a global total
of 28,328.

•

IISS/ISIL was responsible for 6,010 terrorist injuries in 2015, or 17% of a global total
of 35,320.

•

IISS/ISIL was responsible for 4,759 terrorist kidnappings and hostage takings in 2015,
or 39% of a global total of 12,189.

However, if one uses the advanced search option in the actual START database that the
State Department uses to measure terrorist activity, ISIS accounted for a maximum of
around 1,219 incidents, or about 20.4% of the 5,955 terrorist incidents in the MENA
region alone in 2015 – a year when other terrorist/extremist threats like AQAP and the
Al Nusra were tied down in fighting in countries like Libya, Syria, and Yemen.
Source: “National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism: Annex of Statistical Information,” Country Reports on
Terrorism 2015 , U.S. State Department, Bureau of Counterterrorism and Countering Violent Extremism, May 2016,
http://www.state.gov/j/ct/rls/crt/2015/257526.htm; and the START Database, Advanced Search Option,
https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/

.
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Conflicting START Estimates for 2015 - II
The START data base does not provide point estimates of casualties or killings in its advanced search option, and has five different levels for
estimating the number of attacks for which ISIL/ISIS is responsible, given the uncertainties in attribution. The graphs below show the range of
estimates for 2013-2015 for the maximum estimate of ISIS involvement – the key years in the emergence of ISIS and it is clear that ISIS probably
accounted for a similarly low percentage of total terrorist/extremist killings and injuries.

(Note the sharp
difference
between the ISIS
and Total MENA
scales)
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ISIS Affiliates

Source: START, Patterns of Islamic State-Related Terrorism, 2002—2015, Background Report, https://mail.google.com/_/scs/mailstatic/_/js/k=gmail.main.en.sXDiEpUnPe0.O/m=m_i,t/am=nhGPDGD-3_uDcS0DgK70kQrz3n--fSo7drnH_-8DROlV4P_N_h_A_8FetIUC/rt=h/d=1/rs=AHGWq9CdJPOUaWLXcEmxR9Kqg0GbqzX_ow,
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and https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/1566f42d2a1e0a99.

ISIS-Related Terrorist Attacks, Worldwide, 2002-2015

Between 2013 and 2015, there were 32 occasions on which ISIL carried out
more than 10 attacks in a single day, all in Iraq.
Furthermore, the number of cases in which ISIL attacks resulted in more than
100 deaths increased from six to 16 between 2013 and 2015. These attacks
targeted private citizens (6 attacks), military (5), police (3), business (1), and
government (1) targets.
The deadliest attacks attributed to ISIL took place in Iraq in June 2014, when
assailants abducted more than 1,600 Iraqi Air Force recruits at Camp Speicher in
Tikrit and ultimately killed most, if not all of them. In a separate attack earlier
that month, ISIL operatives killed more than 600 Shia prisoners at Badush prison
in Nineveh.

Source: START, Patterns of Islamic State-Related Terrorism, 2002—2015, Background Report, https://mail.google.com/_/scs/mailstatic/_/js/k=gmail.main.en.sXDiEpUnPe0.O/m=m_i,t/am=nhGPDGD-3_uDcS0DgK70kQrz3n--fSo7drnH_-8DROlV4P_N_h_A_8FetIUC/rt=h/d=1/rs=AHGWq9CdJPOUaWLXcEmxR9Kqg0GbqzX_ow,
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and https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/1566f42d2a1e0a99.

Deaths from ISIS-Related Terrorist Attacks, Worldwide, 20022015*

While approximately half (51%) of attacks carried out by perpetrators not
linked to ISIL were lethal, three-quarters (75%) of ISIL-related attacks were
deadly. The highest proportion of lethal attacks were those carried out by
ISIL-inspired individuals, whose attacks resulted in at least one death 85
percent of the time. Note, however, that despite this relatively high
prevalence of deadly attacks, the average lethality of attacks carried out by
ISIL-inspired individuals between 2002 and 2015 was 1.9 deaths per attack.
This is much more similar to the lethality of attacks by perpetrators not linked
to ISIL (2.1 deaths per attack). In contrast, the average number of deaths per
attack carried out by ISIL predecessor groups was 8.6, the average number of
deaths caused by attacks carried out by ISIL “core” was 7.5, and attacks by ISIL
affiliated groups caused 5.8 deaths per attack, on average.

Source: START, Patterns of Islamic State-Related Terrorism, 2002—2015, Background Report, https://mail.google.com/_/scs/mailstatic/_/js/k=gmail.main.en.sXDiEpUnPe0.O/m=m_i,t/am=nhGPDGD-3_uDcS0DgK70kQrz3n--fSo7drnH_-8DROlV4P_N_h_A_8FetIUC/rt=h/d=1/rs=AHGWq9CdJPOUaWLXcEmxR9Kqg0GbqzX_ow,
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and https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/1566f42d2a1e0a99.

Targets of ISIS Attacks: 2013-2015*

The most frequent targets of ISIL attacks between April 2013 and the end of 2015 were private citizens and property (39%).
Perhaps most notably, attacks primarily targeting private citizens resulted in more than 6,100 people held hostage or kidnapped.
Available sources indicate that approximately 1,200 of these victims were subsequently released. The remaining victims were
either killed or their status is unknown.
Along with private citizens and property, military targets (21%) and police targets (14%) comprise nearly three-quarters of all
attacks carried out by ISIL.
Source: START, Patterns of Islamic State-Related Terrorism, 2002—2015, Background Report, https://mail.google.com/_/scs/mailstatic/_/js/k=gmail.main.en.sXDiEpUnPe0.O/m=m_i,t/am=nhGPDGD-3_uDcS0DgK70kQrz3n--fSo7drnH_-8DROlV4P_N_h_A_8FetIUC/rt=h/d=1/rs=AHGWq9CdJPOUaWLXcEmxR9Kqg0GbqzX_ow,
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and https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/1566f42d2a1e0a99.

Preferred ISIS Attack Methods: 2000-2014 - II

https://www.google.com/search?q=Graphs+of+ISIS+Attacks&tbm=isch&imgil=bJ_2yql3oLmSmM%253A%253BZyT03MFSKMN7aM%253Bhttps%25253A%25252F%25252Fosintjournal.wordpre
ss.com%25252F2014%25252F08%25252F21%25252Fan-analysis-of-isis-quarterly-reports-kill-andconquer%25252F&source=iu&pf=m&fir=bJ_2yql3oLmSmM%253A%252CZyT03MFSKMN7aM%252C_&usg=__OJ0sBYgGF0w5QcG2TGxHMUOTwLE%3D&biw=1243&bih=972&ved=0ahUKEwjwx158
7DxiOzNAhVLGD4KHdoIBTcQyjcIKw&ei=RemDV7CRDMuw-AHakZS4Aw#imgrc=bJ_2yql3oLmSmM%3A

ISIS Terrorist Attacks: January –June 2014

Source: Washington Post, https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/world/islamic-state-attacks/
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Mapping ISIS-Related Terrorist Attacks, Worldwide, 2013-2015*

The first attack carried out by an individual reportedly inspired by ISIL, though not directly linked to the organization, took place in April 2014 in
the United States. In Seattle, an assailant shot and killed a civilian and later claimed he had done so in response to U.S. military involvement in Iraq
and Afghanistan.. Two months later, the same assailant carried out similar attacks in Seattle and West Orange, New Jersey before being
apprehended, tried, and convicted. A total of 26 attacks, marked in yellow on the map above, were carried out in 2014 and 2015 by individuals
inspired by ISIL. These attacks killed 50 people, including 13 perpetrators, and took place primarily in the United States (8 attacks), France (6),
Australia (4), Denmark (2), and Canada (2).
Source: START, Patterns of Islamic State-Related Terrorism, 2002—2015, Background Report, https://mail.google.com/_/scs/mailstatic/_/js/k=gmail.main.en.sXDiEpUnPe0.O/m=m_i,t/am=nhGPDGD-3_uDcS0DgK70kQrz3n--fSo7drnH_-8DROlV4P_N_h_A_8FetIUC/rt=h/d=1/rs=AHGWq9CdJPOUaWLXcEmxR9Kqg0GbqzX_ow,
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and https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/1566f42d2a1e0a99.

Mapping ISIS-Related Terrorist Attacks, MENA, 2013-2015*

From May 2013 through the end of the year, ISIL carried out an average of 46 attacks per month. In 2014, the frequency of attacks more
than doubled to 106 attacks per month, and in 2015, ISIL carried out 102 terrorist attacks per month. Like attacks by its predecessors,
ISIL’s terrorist attacks between 2013 and 2015 (shown in red on the map) were heavily concentrated in Iraq (86%) and Syria (12%).5 ISIL
was also responsible for terrorist attacks in neighboring countries such as Lebanon (1%) and Turkey (1%), as well as in Bahrain,
Belgium, Egypt, France, Israel, Jordan, Libya, and Somalia, each of which comprised less than 1 percent of ISIL’s terrorist attacks.
In mid-2014, increasing numbers of attacks were carried out by new and existing organizations that pledged allegiance to ISIL,
described here as ISIL affiliates. Among the first of these organizations to declare allegiance to ISIL was the Bangsamoro Islamic
Freedom Movement (BIFM), active in the Philippines. In August 2014, BIFM spokesperson Abu Misry Mama stated “We have an
alliance with the Islamic State and Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi.”6 Later that year, the Barqa Province of the Islamic State and the Tripoli
Province of the Islamic State emerged in Libya, while Ansar Bayt al-Maqdis in Egypt pledged allegiance to ISIL and became the Sinai
Province of the Islamic State.
Terrorist activity of ISIL affiliates increased dramatically in March 2015 the extremely violent Nigerian organization Boko Haram,
announced “allegiance to the caliph.” Following this development, Boko Haram’s terrorist activity was a significant driver of the overall
trend of violence carried out by ISIL affiliated groups. In 2015, each of these ISIL-affiliated groups—Boko Haram, Sinai Province, Tripoli
Province, Barqa Province, and BIFM—ranked among the 20 most active perpetrator organizations worldwide in terms of number of
attacks.
Source: START, Patterns of Islamic State-Related Terrorism, 2002—2015, Background Report, https://mail.google.com/_/scs/mail161
static/_/js/k=gmail.main.en.sXDiEpUnPe0.O/m=m_i,t/am=nhGPDGD-3_uDcS0DgK70kQrz3n--fSo7drnH_-8DROlV4P_N_h_A_8FetIUC/rt=h/d=1/rs=AHGWq9CdJPOUaWLXcEmxR9Kqg0GbqzX_ow,
and https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/1566f42d2a1e0a99.

Weapons in ISIS Attacks: 2013-2015*
• The weapons used by ISIL in terrorist attacks
between 2013 and 2015 were
disproportionately explosives rather than
firearms and incendiaries.
• Specifically, the vast majority (80%) of
weapons used in ISIL’s attacks were
explosives, compared to 58 percent of
weapons used worldwide.
• An additional 16 percent of weapons used by
ISIL were firearms, compared to 33 percent
globally, and 2 percent involved “melee”
weapons (usually sharp or blunt objects).
• Only 1 percent of the weapons used in ISIL’s
attacks were incendiaries, much lower than
the usage of incendiary weapons in 6 percent
of terrorist attacks worldwide.
• Chemicals, vehicles as weapons, and
sabotage equipment comprised less than 1
percent of the weapons used in attacks by
ISIL between 2013 and 2015.
• Note, however, that recent reports indicate
that ISIL’s use of chemical weapons became
more common in 2016. quarters of all attacks
carried out by ISIL.
Source: START, Patterns of Islamic State-Related Terrorism, 2002—2015, Background Report, https://mail.google.com/_/scs/mailstatic/_/js/k=gmail.main.en.sXDiEpUnPe0.O/m=m_i,t/am=nhGPDGD-3_uDcS0DgK70kQrz3n--fSo7drnH_-8DROlV4P_N_h_A_8FetIUC/rt=h/d=1/rs=AHGWq9CdJPOUaWLXcEmxR9Kqg0GbqzX_ow,
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and https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/1566f42d2a1e0a99.

Major ISIS Attacks and Arrests: 10.14 to 12.15

Source: New York Times:http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/06/17/world/middleeast/map-isis-attacks-around-the-world.html?_r=0, 9.12.15
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Keeping ISIS in Perspective: 2015 Attacks
• If one looks at the most recent START statistics on terrorism in the State
Department annual report on terrorism, and only considers the top five threats,
three are clearly Islamist extremist: ISIS (in Syria and Iraq), the Taliban, and Boko
Harum.
• There are more than 40 Islamist extremist groups listed in the START database,
but if one looks only at these top three, ISIS was responsible for only 37% of the
attacks and 38% of the deaths.
• There is no clear way to assess the role of ISIS role in terms of all Islamist
extremist attacks, but if one looks at the total numbers of attacks in the countries
with the highest rates of terrorism in the MENA region (Egypt, Iraq, Libya, and
Syria), ISIS was responsible for 29% of the attacks in 2015, and 56% of the deaths.
• Islamic extremism also does dominate terrorism in the world, but ISIS was only
responsible for for 9% of the attacks in the entire world in 2015, and 21% of the
deaths.
• Depriving ISIS of control over population centers and sanctuary to raise funds and
train fighters, and breaking it up as key organization, matters. Defeating it in any
practical sense, however, will not begin to deal with the lasting threat.
Source: National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism: “Annex of Statistical Information,” Country Reports on Terrorism 2015,
U.S. State Department, Bureau of Counterterrorism and Countering Violent Extremism, May 2016, http://www.state.gov/j/ct/rls/crt/2015/257526.htm)
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ISIS Major Foreign Attacks Outside Iraq and Syria: 2015 - I
Nov. 13, 2015
Paris, France. at least 132 killed
Decrying an “act of war,” French President François
Hollande warned Nov. 14 of a possible major escalation in
the fight against the Islamic State after a bloody siege
across central Paris that killed at least 132 people,
wounded scores more and sharply raised the terror threat
confronting Europe. Read more.
Nov. 12, 2015
Beirut, Lebanon. 43 killed
Assailants in twin suicide bombings targeted a southern
suburb where many loyalists of the powerful Shiite
Hezbollah militia live. Hezbollah is fighting alongside Syrian
government forces against the Sunni-led rebellion in Syria.
Read more.
Oct. 31, 2015
Sinai Peninsula, Egypt. 224 killed
Russian Metrojet Flight 9268 crashed in the Sinai Peninsula
in Egypt, killing everyone aboard. Senior Western officials
said a bomb on board may have caused the crash. Read
more.
Aug. 8, 2015
Abha, Saudi Arabia. 15 killed
A 21-year-old suicide bomber carried out the attack at a
mosque. An audio recording from the Islamic State just
before the bombing said that Saudi Arabia would not
"enjoy peace" due to its involvement with the U.S.-led
coalition in Iraq and Syria. Read more.

June 26, 2015
Kuwait City, Kuwait. 27 killed
A suicide bomber from Islamic State affiliate Najd
Province killed 27 people and wounded dozens more
in the first terrorist attack in Kuwait in more than 20
years. The victims had just finished prayers at a
mosque in a residential neighborhood when the
bomber entered and detonated his device. Read
more.
June 26, 2015
Sousse, Tunisia. 38 killed
A gunman opened fire on beachgoers at a resort
frequented by Europeans in what is widely seen as a
campaign to devastate Tunisia's tourism industry.
Many of the dead and injured were from Britain.
Read more.
June 20, 2015
Sanaa, Yemen. 2 killed
A car bomb at a mosque in Sanaa's Old City killed
two people and wounded at least six. The Islamic
State said the bombing at the Qabat al-Mahdi
mosque was aimed at Shiite Houthis, who seized
control of Sanaa in September 2014. Read more.
June 17, 2015
Sanaa, Yemen. 4 killed
Several suicide car bombings killed four people and
injured dozens on the eve of the Muslim holy month
of Ramadan. Read more.

Source: Washington Post, https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/world/islamic-state-attacks/
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ISIS Major Foreign Attacks Outside Iraq and Syria: 2015 - II
May 22, 2015
Qadeeh, Saudi Arabia. 21 killed
The Islamic State's first acknowledged attack in Saudi
Arabia killed at least 21 people and wounded 123 in a
suicide bombing at a Shiite mosque in the village of
Qadeeh. Worshipers were celebrating the birth of a 7thcentury Shiite saint. Read more.
May 20, 2015
Sirte, Libya. 23 killed
Islamic State fighters launched a multi-pronged attack on
Libyan militias. It was unclear who fared better. The Islamic
State said it seized vehicles, weapons and a military base
from the militias, but the militias claimed victory and said
they killed at least 23 Islamic State fighters. Read more.
May 5, 2015
Garland, Tex.. None
Two gunmen, including a man once suspected of seeking to
join Islamist militants in Somalia, opened fire on police
blocking their way to a cartoon exhibit and contest
depicting the prophet Muhammad. U.S. officials suspect
that the gunmen were inspired by the Islamic State rather
than directed by it; still it is the first U.S. attack claimed by
the group. The attack failed and only the gunmen were
killed. Read more.
April 18, 2015
Jalalabad, Afghanistan. 34 killed

their salaries. At least 34 people were killed and 125
injured. If the attack was carried out by the Islamic
State, it would represent its farthest civilian target to
date outside the Middle East and North Africa. Read
more.
April 13, 2015
Tripoli, Libya. 2 killed
The day before a bomb explosion damaged the
Moroccan Embassy, two guards were killed in gunfire
at the South Korean Embassy. The Islamic State gave
no reason for the attacks. Read more.
April 2, 2015
Sinai Peninsula, Egypt. 17 killed
Fifteen soldiers and two civilians died when militants
simultaneously attacked five Army checkpoints
across the Sinai Peninsula with grenade launchers
and assault rifles. Read more.
March 21, 2015
Sanaa, Yemen. 137 killed
Four suicide bombers detonated their explosives at
two mosques in Sanaa, killed at least 137 people and
wounded more than 300. Al-Qaeda in the Arabian
Peninsula has carried out similar attacks in Yemen
but denied the mosque bombings. Read more.

A suicide bomber detonated an explosive vest outside a
bank, where government workers waited in line to pick up
Source: Washington Post, https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/world/islamic-state-attacks/
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ISIS Major Foreign Attacks Outside Iraq and Syria: 2015 - III
March 18, 2015
Tunis. 22 killed
Two Tunisian gunmen stormed Bardo National Museum
and killed a security officer and 21 tourists from countries
including Italy, Spain, Britain, Japan and Colombia. Dozens
more were injured. Police killed the gunmen. This was the
first time the Islamic State claimed to have an operation in
Tunisia. Read more.
Feb. 15, 2015
Libya. 21 killed
A video released by the Islamic State in Libya appeared to
show fighters beheading Egyptian Coptic Christians on a
beach in Libya. Twenty of the 21 victims were identified by
the Coptic Church as members who had been taken
hostage in December and January in the coastal city of
Sirte. Read more.
Jan. 29, 2015
Sinai Peninsula, Egypt. 27 killed
Four attacks killed at least 27 people within a few hours in
the North Sinai and Suez provinces. Most of the dead were
killed in the bombing of a military base and hotel in elArish. An Army officer died at one of two attacks at
checkpoints, and a police officer was killed by a roadside
bomb. Read more.

Jan. 27, 2015
Tripoli, Libya. 10 killed
Five Libyan security guards and five foreigners,
including an American contractor, were killed when
masked gunmen opened fire in the lobby of the
Corinthia Hotel and a car bomb exploded at the gate.
The Tripoli branch of the Islamic State claimed
responsibility. Read more.
Jan. 7, 2015
Paris. 17 killed
Two brothers attack the offices of the satirical
newspaper Charlie Hebdo, killing 10 people inside
and two police officers outside. Al-Qaeda in the
Arabian Peninsula claimed responsibility. The next
day, a man claiming to act in the name of the Islamic
State killed a police officer at a traffic stop, and the
day after that he shot four hostages at a kosher
supermarket. The three gunmen claimed to be
working together; all were killed. Read more.
Jan. 5, 2015
Arar, Saudi Arabia. 3 killed
Four militants, one wearing a suicide vest, killed
three guards in an attack at Iraq's border with Saudi
Arabia. It marked the first time the Islamic State
directly attacked the Saudi military, and it was the
closest it came to breaching the border since it
declared a caliphate in June 2014. Read more.
Source: Staff reports.

Source: Washington Post, https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/world/islamic-state-attacks/
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ISIS Major Attacks: 2015-2016 - I

Source: By KAREN YOURISH, DEREK WATKINS, TOM GIRATIKANON and JASMINE C. LEE,,How Many People Have Been Killed
in ISIS Attacks Around the World, New York Times, UPDATED July 1, 2016, http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/03/25/world/map-isis-attacksaround-the-world.html.
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ISIS Major Attacks: 2015-2016 - II

Source: By KAREN YOURISH, DEREK WATKINS, TOM GIRATIKANON and JASMINE C. LEE,,How Many People Have Been Killed
in ISIS Attacks Around the World, New York Times, UPDATED July 1, 2016, http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/03/25/world/map-isis-attacksaround-the-world.html.
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ISIS Major Global Attacks: 1/2015 to 3/2016

Source: New York Times: http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/06/17/world/middleeast/map-isis-attacks-around-the-world.html?_r=0 9.12.15
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Wikipedia Estimate of Groups affiliated to ISIS/ISIL: 9/2015
•

Algeria: Wilayat Algeria formed from Jund al-Khilafah after it pledged allegiance to ISIL. Wilayat
Barqa formed from the Shura Council of Islamic Youth

•

Libya: Some militants formerly associated with Ansar al-Sharia in Libya also pledged allegiance to
ISIL

•

Egypt: Wilayat Sinai formed from the majority of the membership of Ansar Bait al-Maqdis

•

Yemen: Wilayat Sanaa formed from a faction of Ansar al-Sharia who pledged allegiance to ISIL.

•

Pakistan and Afghanistan: Wilayat Khorasan formed from the allegiance of militants from groups
based in Pakistan and Afghanistan, including Jundallah, Tehreek-e-Khilafat, the Islamic Movement
of Uzbekistanand dissident commanders formerly associated with Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan.

•

Northeastern Nigeria, Chad, Niger and northern Cameroon: Wilayat Gharb Afriqiya formed from
Boko Haram pledging allegiance to ISIL.

•

Chechnya and Dagestan: Wilayat Qawqaz formed from dissident militants of the Caucasus
Emirate in Chechnya and Dagestan who switched their allegiance to ISIL.

•

Palestinian: Militants of the group Army of the Islamic State (Palestinian Territories) pledged
allegiance to ISIL.

•

Philippines, Malaysia: Militants of the group Abu Sayyaf pledged allegiance to ISIL.

•

Saudi Arabia: Unidentified militants in Saudi Arabia – designated as provinces of ISIL.

•

Jordan: Militants of the group Sons of the Call for Tawhid and Jihad (Jordan) pledged allegiance to
ISIL.

•

Lebanon: Militants of the group Free Sunnis of Baalbek Brigade pledged allegiance to ISIL

•

Maldives: The group Islamic State of the Maldives pledged allegiance to ISIL in July 2014.

11/3/16

Source: Wikipedia, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_activity_of_ISIL, Accessed 30.9.15
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ISW Estimate of ISIS Regional Role: 1.2016 - I

Missy Ryan and Hassan Morajea, “In Libya, the Islamic State’s black banner rises by the Mediterranean,” Washington Post, October 8, 2015,
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/in-libya-the-islamic-states-black-banner-rises-by-the-mediterranean/2015/10/08/15f3de1a-56fc-11e5-8bb1b488d231bba2_story.html
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ISW Estimate of ISIS Regional Role: 1.2016 - II

Source: Institute for the Study of War (ISW), Claire Coyne with Harleen Gambhir, http://iswresearch.blogspot.com/2016/02/isiss-regional-campaign-january-2016.html.
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U.S. Official Estimate of ISIL as Transnational Threat: 1.2016

Source: Lead IG for Operation Inherent Resolve, Quarterly report to Congress, January 2016, p. 27,
http://www.dodig.mil/IGInformation/archives/LIG_OCO_OIR_December2015_rev_TAGS.PDF. .
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ISIS Timelines and Intensity: 10/2015-7/2016

In total, more than 1,200 people outside of Iraq and Syria have been killed in attacks inspired or coordinated by the Islamic State. Nearly half of the
victims were killed in attacks that targeted Westerners. The others have been civilians in Arab and other non-Western countries, killed in mosques,
government offices and other targets.
Source: By KAREN YOURISH, DEREK WATKINS, TOM GIRATIKANON and JASMINE C. LEE,,How Many People Have Been Killed
in ISIS Attacks Around the World, New York Times, UPDATED July 1, 2016, http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/03/25/world/map-isis-attacksaround-the-world.html.
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Chronology of Major
Global ISIS Attacks:
9/2014 to 3/2016

11/3/16
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ISIS Attack Chronology - I
Compiled by New
York Times based
on work by
Institute for the
Study of War;
Soufan Group;
Aaron Y. Zelin,
Jihadology.net;
State Department;
Justice Department

Source: Source: By KAREN YOURISH, DEREK WATKINS, TOM GIRATIKANON and JASMINE C. LEE,,How Many People Have Been Killed
in ISIS Attacks Around the World, New York Times, UPDATED July 1, 2016, http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/03/25/world/map-isis-attacks-around-the-world.html.
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ISIS Attack Chronology - II
Compiled by New
York Times based
on work by
Institute for the
Study of War;
Soufan Group;
Aaron Y. Zelin,
Jihadology.net;
State Department;
Justice Department

Source: New York Times: http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/06/17/world/middleeast/map-isis-attacks-around-the-world.html?_r=0 9.12.15
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ISIS Attack Chronology - III

Source: New York Times: http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/06/17/world/middleeast/map-isis-attacks-around-the-world.html?_r=0 9.12.15
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ISIS Attack Chronology - IV

180
Source: New York Times: http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/06/17/world/middleeast/map-isis-attacks-around-the-world.html?_r=0 9.12.15

ISIS Attack Chronology - V

181
Source: New York Times: http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/06/17/world/middleeast/map-isis-attacks-around-the-world.html?_r=0 9.12.15

ISIS Attack Chronology - VI
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Source: New York Times: http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/06/17/world/middleeast/map-isis-attacks-around-the-world.html?_r=0 9.12.15

ISIS Attack Chronology - VII

183
Source: New York Times: http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/06/17/world/middleeast/map-isis-attacks-around-the-world.html?_r=0 9.12.15

ISIS Attack Chronology - VIII
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Source: New York Times: http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/06/17/world/middleeast/map-isis-attacks-around-the-world.html?_r=0 9.12.15

ISIS Attack Chronology - IX
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Source: New York Times: http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/06/17/world/middleeast/map-isis-attacks-around-the-world.html?_r=0 9.12.15

ISIS in Syria and Iraq
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AQIM and ISIS/ISIL Deaths: 2010-2014

Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf, p. 41.
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DoD: Iraq and Syria:
ISIL’s Reduced
Operating Areas as of
March 2015
Note: Our judgment as to
which group has dominant
influence over a particular
city is based on a body of
unclassified sources that
we deem reliable.
Islamic State of Iraq and the
Levant’s (ISIL)
frontlines in much of
northern and central Iraq
have been pushed back since
August.
ISIL can no longer operate
freely in roughly 20-25
percent of populated areas
of Iraqi territory where they
once could.
These areas translate into
approximately
11,000-13,500 square
kilometers (4,100-5,200
square miles). However,
because of the dynamic
nature of the conflict in Iraq
and Syria, this estimate could
be higher or lower
depending on daily
fluctuations in the battle
lines.
With the exception of its
withdrawal from ‘Ayn al
‘Arab
and Tall Hamis, ISIL’s area of
influence in Syria remains
largely unchanged.

Source: http://www.defense.gov/home/features/2014/0814_iraq/ReducedOperatingAreas0315.pdf
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DoD: Iraq and
Syria: ISIL’s
Reduced
Operating Areas
as of April 2015
The Islamic State of
Iraq and the Levant’s
(ISIL) frontlines in much
of northern and central
Iraq have been pushed
back since August
2014.
ISIL can no longer
operate freely in
roughly 25 to 30
percent of populated
areas of Iraqi territory
where it once could.
These areas translate
into approximately
13,000 to 17,000
square kilometers
(or 5,000 to 6,500
square miles).
However, because of
the dynamic nature of
the conflict in Iraq and
Syria, this estimate
could increase or
decrease depending on
daily fluctuations in
the battle lines.

Sourcehttp://www
.defense.gov/hom
e/features/2014/0
814_iraq/

ISIL’s area of influence
in Syria remains largely
unchanged, with its
gains in As Suwayda’,
Damascus Countryside,
and Homs Provinces
offset by losses in
Halab and Al Hasakah
Province
http://www.defense.g
ov/home/features/201
4/0814_iraq/20150410
_ISIL_Map_Unclass_Ap
proved.pdf.189

ISIS Gains and Losses in 2015: IHS Jane’s
The Islamic State’s
‘caliphate’ shrunk by
12,800 km2 to 78,000 km2
between 1 January and 14
December 2015, a net loss
of 14%, according to the
latest estimates by the IHS
Conflict Monitor team.
Losses in 2015 include
large swathes of Syria’s
northern border with
Turkey, including the Tal
Abyad border crossing,
which was the group’s
main access point to the
Turkish border from their
de-facto capital Raqqa.
Other substantial losses in
Iraq include the city of
Tikrit, the fiercely
contested Beiji refinery
complex, and a stretch of
the main highway between
Raqqa and Mosul,
complicating the transfer
of goods and fighters
between the two cities

The Islamic State’s most significant gains in 2015 came from their advance into western Syria via Palmyra, and the capture of Ramadi’s city centre. Both were achieved in a near
simultaneous offensive in May 2015, but came at the expense of losing northern Syria to the Kurds.
The Islamic State redeployed fighters from its northern frontline with the Kurds in order to launch the offensives in Palmyra and Ramadi. This indicates that the Islamic State was
overstretched, and also that holding Kurdish territory is considered to be of lesser importance than expelling the Syrian and Iraqi governments from traditionally Sunni land. In fact,
geospatial analysis of IHS data shows that Islamic State activity outside areas it controls is heavily concentrated around Baghdad and Damascus, but much less so in Kurdish territory.
Syria’s Kurds are by far the biggest winners in 2015, expanding territory under their control by 186% to 15,800 km2. They have established control over nearly all of Syria’s
traditionally Kurdish areas, and are the largest component of the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF), which are being nurtured to form a key part of the US ground campaign against the
Islamic State in 2016.
Source: IHS Jane's, http://www.janes.com/article/56794/islamic-state-s-caliphate-shrinks-by-14-in-2015

190

IHS Jane’s Map of ISIS Areas of Control, March 3, 2016 - I

Between 1 Jan and 15 December 2015, the Islamic State lost control of 14 per cent of its territory. New analysis indicates that in the last 3 months, the Islamic
State has lost a further 8 per cent of its territory. In 2016, major losses in the north-east extend south towards Raqqa and Deir al-Zour as the mixed-sectarian
Kurdish and Sunni Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) advance under the cover of US and Russian airstrikes. The Syrian government has also made gains in the
West, now stands just 5km outside the ancient city of Palmyra, which was overrun by the jihadists in mid-2015.
Sourcehttp://www.janes.com/article/58831/islamic-state-loses-22-per-cent-of-territory
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ISIS Bombings and Assassinations in 2015

Source: New York Times, http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/12/18/world/middleeast/Where-ISIS-Gained-and-Lost-Territory-Islamic-State.html?_r=0
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BBC Map of ISIS Areas of Control: May 25, 2016

Source: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034
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BBC Map of ISIS vs. Other Zones of Control, July 18, 2016

Source: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034, July 22, 2016
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US Official
Estimate
US Officialof ISIS
Gains
andof ISIS
Estimate
Losses:
Gains and
August
Losses: 2014 to
January
2016to
August 2014
May 1, 2016

Source: U.S. Josh Earnest and Brett McGurk,White House Press Briefing on 2/23/2016, https://www.whitehouse.gov/photos-and-video/video/2016/02/23/press-briefing0

Source: http://www.defense.gov/News/Special-Reports/0814_Inherent-Resolve.
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Rough Estimate of Total ISIS Fighters in
Syria and Iraq: As of 8/2016
In Iraq and Syria
•

200,000 (Kurdish
claims)

•

70,000 Russian military
estimate)

•

100,000 (Jihadist claim)

•

20,000–31,000 (CIA
estimate in 2014)

•

20,000–25,000 (CIA
estimate in 2016)

Outside Iraq and Syria
• 1,000–2,000 (In Egypt)
• 5,000–10,000 (In Libya)
• 30 (In Algeria)
• 4,200+ (In Jordan)
• 3,000 (In Turkey)
• 3000+ (In Afghanistan)
• ~1,000 (in Yemen) 1,000–
• 4,000 (In Europe) 7,000–
• 10,000 (In West Africa)
Estimated total:
52,600–258,000

11/3/16

Source: Wikipedia, ptress, interviews
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Foreign Volunteers in
Syria and Iraq
(No reliable estimates exist, and most
are dated and only include ISIS. U.S.
estimates as of September 2015 put total
for ISIS at a nominal 30,000)
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Uncertain Foreign Fighter Numbers: 2014 to 2015 - I

Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf, p. 46.
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Uncertain Foreign Fighter Numbers: 2014 to 2015 - II

Source: Vision of
Humanity. Global
terrorism Index Report,
2014
http://static.visionofhum
anity.org/sites/default/fil
es/2015%20Global%20Te
rrorism%20Index%20Rep
ort_0_0.pdf, p. 46.
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Foreign Fighters in Iraq and Syria: 2013 to 2015

Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf, p. 48.
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BBC Map of Foreign Fighters in Iraq and Syria:
No As of Dates
The US Central
Intelligence Agency
believes IS may have up
to 31,000 fighters in the
region, many of whom
are foreign recruits.
Figures from the
London-based
International Centre for
the Study of
Radicalisation and
Political Violence (ICSR)
and the New York-based
Soufan Group show an
estimated 20,000
fighters from almost 80
countries have travelled
to Syria and Iraq to fight
with extremist groups.
The figures suggest that
while about a quarter of
the foreign fighters are
from the West, the
majority are from
nearby Arab countries,
such as Tunisia, Saudi
Arabia and Jordan and
Morocco.

Source: BBC, http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034
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http://www.washin
gtonpost.com/world
/middle_east/theislamic-state-isfraying-fromwithin/2015/03/08/
0003a2e0-c27611e4-a1888e4971d37a8d_stor
y.html

TOTAL:
21,632
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BBC Estimate of Foreign Fighters in Iraq and Syria:
No As of Dates
The US Central
Intelligence Agency
believes IS may have up
to 31,000 fighters in the
region, many of whom
are foreign recruits.
Figures from the
London-based
International Centre for
the Study of
Radicalisation and
Political Violence (ICSR)
and the New York-based
Soufan Group show an
estimated 20,000
fighters from almost 80
countries have travelled
to Syria and Iraq to fight
with extremist groups.
The figures suggest that
while about a quarter of
the foreign fighters are
from the West, the
majority are from
nearby Arab countries,
such as Tunisia, Saudi
Arabia and Jordan and
Morocco.

Source: BBC, http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034
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Wikipedia Estimate of Foreign Fighters: 1/2016
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Source: Wikipedia, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_activity_of_ISIL, and https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_activity_of_ISIL#Foreign_fighters_in_Iraq_and_Syria,
Accessed 20.1.16
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Wikipedia Estimate of ISIS Foreign Fighters in Syria and Iraq: As of 8/2016

As of September 29, 2015, the CIA estimated that 30,000 foreign fighters had joined ISIS.[60] As of October 2015, 21% came from
Europe, 50% from the Middle East or North Africa, and 29% from elsewhere.
List does not include nationals of Iraq and Syria (except for nationals of Iraqi Kurdistan).

11/3/16

Source: Wikipedia, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_activity_of_ISIL, and https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_activity_of_ISIL#Foreign_fighters_in_Iraq_and_Syria,
Accessed 9.8.16
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U.S. Official Estimate Foreign Fighters - I
FTFs continue to reach ISIL-controlled territory, although it remains impossible to
accurately assess their number, origins, affiliations, or
identities. These FTFs continue to travel undetected through the relatively small portion
of the Turkey-Syria border still controlled by ISIL (about 98 km). Ongoing diplomatic
efforts seek to work with Turkey to increase security of that border, and the U.S.-led
coalition is active on a variety of fronts to prevent, detect, and deter such individuals
from joining ISIL. Along with interagency colleagues this quarter, DoS has signed two
agreements to share information on known or suspected terrorists. DoS also worked with
DHS this quarter to improve visa screening by implementing enhanced questionnaires on
persons applying for visa-free travel through the Electronic System for Travel
Authorization (ESTA) program. The additional questions are intended to help U.S. security
agencies in screening potential FTFs who may seek to exploit the Visa Waiver Program.
FTF Origins and Force Strength
As reported in Lead IG’s September 2015 OIR report, the House Committee on Homeland
Security estimated that approximately 25,000 FTFs had traveled to Iraq and Syria to join
ISIL, as of last September (about 5,000 of them Tunisian nationals). A somewhat more
recent report, published in December by the New York-based consultancy The Soufan
Group draws on data compiled by the UN and other sources to place the number of FTFs
slightly higher, at between 27,000 and 31,000. The Soufan Group noted that the profile
of the approximately 150 U.S. citizens who have successfully traveled to Iraq and Syria is
diverse, with no predominant geographical region or ethnicity. 364
The Soufan Group also concluded the following:
•FTFs from Russia and Central Asia have increased an estimated 300% since June 2014
•Regionally, Saudi Arabia (2,500), Turkey (2,100), and Jordan (2,000) are estimated to
have produced the most FTFs.
•Personal-recruitment pitches made by ISIL members or sympathizers are often just as
compelling as social-media appeals, especially in extremist hotbeds, such as the Pankisi
Gorge in Georgia and Arab-immigrant enclaves in France and Belgium. The French
government estimated that, as of October, 1,700 FTFs had traveled from France to fight
for ISIL.
•The western Balkans are increasingly serving as a transit hub for FTFs seeking to join ISIL
in Iraq and Syria. In November, the New America Foundation released a report on
474 FTFs from 25 Western countries (defined as select countries in Europe and North
America, as well as Australia and New Zealand). Of the 474 FTFs included in the study, 83
were U.S. citizens.
Source: Lead IG for Operation Inherent Resolve, Quarterly report to Congress, January 2016, pp. 79-804,
http://www.dodig.mil/IGInformation/archives/LIG_OCO_OIR_December2015_rev_TAGS.PDF. .
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ISIS vs. Other Forces in
Libya
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ISIS in Libya: The Key Players
Government of National Accord (GNA) faction –West:
• Misratan militia forces
• Petroleum Facilities Guard (PFG)
House of Representatives faction –East \:
• Libyan National Army
Islamic State in Iraq and al Sham (ISIS)
• ISIS Wilayat Tarablus (operating in Sirte)
• ISIS Wilayat Barqa (operating in Benghazi)
Ansar al Sharia and related Islamist coalitions
• Benghazi Revolutionaries Shura Council (BRSC;
operating in Benghazi)
• Benghazi Defense Brigades (BDB; operating from
Ajdabiya)
• Mujahideen Shura Council of Derna (MSCD)
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From January to October 2015, Libya’s
crude oil production averaged slightly
more than 400,000 barrels per day
(b/d), significantly below the 1.65
million b/d that Libya produced in 2010.

LIBYA: ENERGY TARGETS

Libya’s economy is heavily dependent
on hydrocarbon production.. oil and
natural gas accounted for nearly 96% of
total government revenue and 98% of
export revenue in 2012. Roughly 79% of
Libya’s export revenue came from
crude oil exports, which brought in
about $4 billion per month (or about
$48 billion total for the year) of net
revenues in 2012
Libya’s net oil export revenues totaled
$9 billion in 2014 as a result of the drop
in oil export volumes. During the 2011
civil war, the drop in oil and natural gas
production led to an economic collapse,
and real gross domestic product (GDP)
declined by 62% for the year. Libya’s
GDP growth rebounded in 2012,
reflecting the relative stability of oil
production, but it contracted by almost
14% in 2013 and by 24% in 2014.

EIA: https://www.eia.gov/beta/international/analysis.cfm?iso=LBY

Libya’s dry natural gas production grew substantially
from 194 billion cubic feet (Bcf) in 2003 to 594 Bcf in
2010 . Most other natural gas output in Libya is
produced by the NOC and its Sirte Oil Company.. As with
oil, Libya’s natural gas production was almost entirely
shut in for sustained periods in 2011. Dry natural gas
production averaged 277 Bcf in 2011, more than a 50%
drop from the previous year. Natural gas production
soon recovered to an average of 431 Bcf in 2012 and
stayed relatively unchanged in 2013 and 2014.
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ISIS Role in Libya: January 2015

Source: New York Times,
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/01/11/world/middleeast/100000004133002.embedded.html?nytapp=ipad&_r=0

210

Terrorist Incidents in Libya Have Been Serious: 2010-2015

1,627
1,627
Incidents
Incidents

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?. All incidents regardless of doubt.
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But ISIS is Blamed for Only 2 Incidents Between 2010 & 2015

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?. All incidents regardless of doubt.
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Terrorist Casualties in Libya: 2010-2015
1,627 Incidents

1,627 Incidents

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?. All incidents regardless of doubt.
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Terrorist Attack Types in Libya: 2010-2015
1,627 Incidents

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?. All incidents regardless of doubt.
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Terrorist Target Types in Libya: 2010-2015
1,627 Incidents

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?. All incidents regardless of doubt.
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Terrorist Weapons Types in Libya: 2010-2015
1,627 Incidents

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?. All incidents regardless of doubt.
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ISIS’s Campaign in Libya: January 4-February 19, 2016

ISW, http://www.understandingwar.org/map/isis%E2%80%99s-campaign-libya-january-4-february-19-2016
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: MARCH 2016

Islamist militia bloc backing the
General National Congress (GNC), a
legislative authority based in
Tripoli, and a tribal-secularist
militia bloc backing the Tobrukbased House of Representatives
(HoR). The coalitions have each
cooperated alternately with secular
and religious groups when
necessary to achieve their own
interests.

AEI, http://www.criticalthreats.org/libya/estelle-zimmerman-backgrounder-fighting-forces-in-libya-march-3-2016
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ISIS in
Libya
–

June
1120,201
6
AEI,
http://www.criticalthreats.
org/sites/default/files/Ma
p1_1200.gif
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ISIS in
Libya
–

July 21
–
August
1
AEI,
http://www.criticalthreats.
org/sites/default/files/Ma
p1_1200.gif
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Fighting into Sirte on the Ground

https://www.google.com/search?q=Sirte,+Libya+satellite+photo&tbm=isch&imgil=QemGbl6Ly1hTVM%253A%253BW5tSk6OXivghZM%253Bht
tp%25253A%25252F%25252Fwww.123rf.com%25252Fphoto_44241898_sirte-map-satellite-view-libyaisis.html&source=iu&pf=m&fir=QemGbl6Ly1hTVM%253A%252CW5tSk6OXivghZM%252C_&usg=__oCzh0Ar0ggslNosK-2dZfFbj78%3D&biw=1368&bih=878&ved=0ahUKEwio7bDz6qrOAhUBkx4KHVPBDOsQyjcINw&ei=i9GkV-j7M4GmetOCs9gO#imgrc=TRvNlEFybOsEM%3A
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The Nation-Building Challenge in Libya: July 2016
•

Population 6.4 million; Median age 28

•

Youth unemployment 48.7%; overall unemployment 30% (?)

•

79.7% urbanized

•

GDP drops from $130.2B in 2013 to $92.6B in 2015

•

Per capita income drops from $20,800 in 2013 to $14,600 in 2015

•

33% below poverty line in 2014.

•

As of 2015, 434,869 IDPs, 471,653 people of concern.

•

Libya's economy, almost entirely dependent on oil and gas exports, struggled during 2015 as the country
plunged into civil war and world oil prices dropped to seven-year lows.

•

In early 2015, armed conflict between rival forces for control of the country’s largest oil terminals caused
a decline in Libyan crude oil production, which never recovered to more than one-third of the average preRevolution highs of 1.6 million barrels per day.

•

The Central Bank of Libya continued to pay government salaries to a majority of the Libyan workforce and
to fund subsidies for fuel and food, resulting in an estimated budget deficit of about 49% of GDP.

•

Libya’s economic transition away from QADHAFI’s notionally socialist model has completely stalled

•

Libya’s leaders have hindered economic development by failing to use its financial resources to invest in
national infrastructure. The country suffers from widespread power outages in its largest cities, caused by
shortages of fuel for power generation. Living conditions, including access to clean drinking water, medical
services, and safe housing, have all declined as the civil war has caused more people to become internally
displaced, further straining local resources.

•

Extremists affiliated with the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) attacked Libyan oilfields in the first
half of 2015; ISIL has a presence in many cities across Libya including near oil infrastructure, threatening
future government revenues from oil and gas.
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Terrorism in the West
and All of Europe
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Deaths in Western Countries: 2014
On its own, the September 11 attack accounts for 82 per cent of the total
number
of deaths from terrorism in Western countries from 2000 to 2014. The
Madrid train bombings which killed nearly 200 people represents five per
cent of total deaths from terrorism, whilst the Norwegian massacre which
killed 77 and the London bombings which killed 56 account for around two
per cent each. These attacks caused mass panic and are considered serious
security breaches by citizens of the West expecting their governments to
provide protection from such events.
In 2014, in the countries classified as the West, the United States had the
most deaths from terrorism with 18 deaths. Eighty-two per cent of fatal
attacks in the US involved a firearm where the assailant was an American
citizen. Of the 19 attacks that occurred in the United States in 2014, all but
five were committed by individuals. These attacks were largely motivated by
right wing extremism or white supremacists.
There were eight attacks by right wing extremists undertaken by individuals
or people with an affiliation to Sovereign Citizens, which is a network of
individuals that have antigovernment views. Two attacks were motivated by
antigovernmentviews and two attacks by anti-Semitism.
Four out of the 19 attacks in the US had a jihadist element. These attacks
were three shootings by Ali Muhammad Brown who cited opposition to US
foreign policy as the motivation for his attacks, and the hatchet attack of
police officers in NewYork by Zale Thompson.
Australia, Belgium and Canada all recorded four deaths. The most deadly single attack in these countries occurred in Belgium where four people
were killed in Brussels when a fighter who had recently returned from Syria and who had ties to ISIL opened fire at the Jewish Museum. The
United Kingdom recorded the highest number of incidents with 102, however these resulted in no deaths. The majority of these attacks
occurred in Northern Ireland and involved the New IRA.
The other countries which suffered fatalities from terrorism in 2014 were Kosovo, Austria, France, Czech Republic and Albania. Collectively
these countries accounted for seven deaths, or 19 per cent of the total deaths seen in the West. There were more terrorist attacks in Europe
than in North America, with 222 attacks occurring in Europe which is 89 per cent of attacks in the West. However, the lethality of these attacks
was low with 0.05deaths per attack compared to the global average of 2.4 deaths per attack.
Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014 50-5148.
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“Lone Wolf” Factor in the West

Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014,
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf, p. 52.
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Terrorist Incidents in Western and Eastern Europe: 1970-2015
19702015
20,912 Incidents

20102015
3,640 Incidents

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?. All incidents regardless of doubt.
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Terrorist Incidents in Western and Eastern Europe: 2010-2015

3,640 Incidents

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?. All incidents regardless of doubt.
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Terrorist Fatalities in Western and Eastern Europe: 1970-2015
19702015
20,912 Incidents

20102015
3,640 Incidents

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?. All incidents regardless of doubt.
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Terrorist Fatalities in Western and Eastern Europe: 2010-2015

3,640 Incidents
3,640 Incidents

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?. All incidents regardless of doubt.
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Terrorist Casualties (Killed and Injured) in Western and Eastern
Europe: 2010-2015
3,640 Incidents

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?. All incidents regardless of doubt.

3,640 Incidents
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Terrorist Attack Types in Western and Eastern Europe: 2010-2015

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?. All incidents regardless of doubt.
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Terrorist Target Types in Western and Eastern Europe: 2010-2015

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?. All incidents regardless of doubt.
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Terrorist Weapons Types in Western and Eastern Europe: 2010-2015

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?. All incidents regardless of doubt.
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Terrorism in Western
Europe
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Deaths from Terrorism in Western Europe versus Rest of
the World

Source:, Caelainn Barr, ‘Terrorism threat is waning’: figures put Europe’s summer of violence in context. The Guardian, July 28, 2016,
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/jul/28/there-is-less-of-a-terrorism-threat-now-experts-put-europes-summer-of-violence-in-context?CMP=twt_gu;
https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/.
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All Deaths from Terrorism in (Western?) Europe: 1970-2015

Source:, Caelainn Barr, ‘Terrorism threat is waning’: figures put Europe’s summer of violence in context. The Guardian, July 28, 2016,
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/jul/28/there-is-less-of-a-terrorism-threat-now-experts-put-europes-summer-of-violence-in-context?CMP=twt_gu;
https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/.
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Terrorist Incidents in Western Europe: 1970-2015
16,020 Incidents
19702015

1,202 Incidents
20102015

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?. All incidents regardless of doubt.
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Terrorist Incidents in Western Europe: 2010-2015

1,202 Incidents

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?. All incidents regardless of doubt.
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Terrorist Fatalities in Western Europe: 1970-2015
19702015
16,020 Incidents

20102015
1,202 Incidents

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?. All incidents regardless of doubt.
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Terrorist Fatalities in Western Europe: 2010-2015

1,202 Incidents

1,202
Incidents

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?. All incidents regardless of doubt.
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Terrorist Casualties (Killed and Injured) in Western Europe: 20102015
1,202 Incidents
1,202 Incidents

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?. All incidents regardless of doubt.
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Terrorist Attack Types in Western Europe: 2010-2015

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?. All incidents regardless of doubt.
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Terrorist Targets in Western Europe: 2010-2015

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?. All incidents regardless of doubt.
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Terrorist Weapons in Western Europe: 2010-2015

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?. All incidents regardless of doubt.
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Terrorism in the U.S.
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Terrorist Incidents in the U.S.: 1970-2015
2,693 Incidents
19702015

127 Incidents
20102015

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?. All incidents regardless of doubt.
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Terrorist Incidents in the U.S.: 2010-2015

127127
Incidents
Incidents

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?. All incidents regardless of doubt.
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Terrorist Fatalities in the U.S.: 1970-2015
2,693 Incidents
19702015

127 Incidents
20102015

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?. All incidents regardless of doubt.
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Terrorist Fatalities in the U.S.: 2010-2015
127 Incidents

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?. All incidents regardless of doubt.

249

Terrorist Casualties in the U.S.(Killed and Injured): 2010-2015

127 Incidents

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?. All incidents regardless of doubt.
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Terrorist Attack Type in the U.S.: 2010-2015

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?. All incidents regardless of doubt.
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Terrorist Target Type in the U.S.: 2010-2015

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?. All incidents regardless of doubt.
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Terrorist Weapons Type in the U.S.: 2010-2015

Source: START, https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/Results.aspx?. All incidents regardless of doubt.
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Terrorism vs. Criminal
Violence and Other risks in the
U.S. and the West
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Homicide vs. Terrorism

Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf, p. 29-30.
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Cost of Terrorism vs. Interpersonal Violence

Costs for terrorism were taken from the portion of security agency costs which are allocated to counterterrorism programs. This is 44 per cent in the US as per Stewart,
Ellingwood and Mueller (2011) and 81 per cent in the UK as per MI5’s budget. The calculation does not take into account the costs from the Department of Homeland
Security in the US. The costs of interpersonal violence are calculated from IEP’s economic costs of violence methodology. This takes into account the costs of homicide
and violent crime. The expenditure on interpersonal violence is only a measure of the costs of police. All estimations are converted to per capita terms using population
data from the IMF.
Source: Vision of Humanity. Global terrorism Index Report, 2014,
http://static.visionofhumanity.org/sites/default/files/2015%20Global%20Terrorism%20Index%20Report_0_0.pdf, p. 64-65.
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ISIS vs. El Salvador: Levels of Violence in 2015

Source: Iraq Body Count, CIA World Factbook, El Faro, Washington Post,
http://www.washingtonpost.com/sf/world/2016/10/28/el-salvadors-conflict-with-gangs-is-beginning-to-look-likea-war/.

Estimates of Risk of Terrorism vs. Other Risks:
Comparative Risk: CNN
Using numbers from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, we found that from 2001 to 2013, 406,496 people died by firearms on U.S. soil. (2013 is the most recent
year CDC data for deaths by firearms is available.) This data covered all manners of death, including homicide, accident and suicide.
According to the U.S. State Department, the number of U.S. citizens killed overseas as a result of incidents of terrorism from 2001 to 2013 was 350.
In addition, we compiled all terrorism incidents inside the U.S. and found that between 2001 and 2013, there were 3,030 people killed in domestic acts of terrorism.* This
brings the total to 3,380.

Source: Julia Jones and Eve Bower, “American deaths in terrorism vs. gun violence in one graph,” CNN, Updated 5:18 PM ET, Wed December 30, 2015,
http://www.cnn.com/2015/10/02/us/oregon-shooting-terrorism-gun-violence/.
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Estimates of Risk of Terrorism vs. Other Risks:
Comparative Risk: Shafer Critique
You, your family members, your friends, and your community are all significantly more at risk from a host of threats that we usually ignore than from terrorism. For instance,
while the Paris attacks left some 130 people dead, roughly three times that number of French citizens died on that same day from cancer.
In the United States, an individual’s likelihood of being hurt or killed by a terrorist (whether an Islamist radical or some other variety) is negligible.
Consider, for instance, that since the attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, Americans have been no more likely to die at the hands of terrorists than being crushed to death by unstable
televisions and furniture. Meanwhile, in the time it has taken you to read until this point, at least one American has died from a heart attack. Within the hour, a fellow citizen
will have died from skin cancer. Roughly five minutes after that, a military veteran will commit suicide. And by the time you turn the lights off to sleep this evening,
somewhere around 100 Americans will have died throughout the day in vehicular accidents – the equivalent of “a plane full of people crashing, killing everyone on board,
every single day.” Daniel Kahneman, professor emeritus at Princeton University, has observed that “[e]ven in countries that have been targets of intensive terror campaigns,
such as Israel, the weekly number of casualties almost never [comes] close to the number of traffic deaths.”
No one in the United States will die from ISIS’s —or anyone’s — terrorism today.
What accounts for the fear that terrorism inspires, considering that its actual risk in the United States and other Western countries is so low? The answer lies in basic human
psychology. Scholars have repeatedly found that individuals have strong tendencies to miscalculate risk likelihood in predictable ways.
For instance, individuals’ sense of control directly influences their feeling about whether they are susceptible to a given risk. Thus, for instance, although driving is more
likely to result in deadly accidents than flying, individuals tend to feel that the latter is riskier than the former. Flying involves giving up control to the pilot. The resulting
sense of vulnerability increases the feeling of risk, inflating it far beyond the actual underlying risks.
When people dread a particular hazard, and when it can harm large numbers at once, it’s far more likely that someone will see it as riskier than it is–and riskier than more
serious hazards without those characteristics. For instance, people have been found to estimate that the number killed each year by tornadoes and floods are about the
same as those killed by asthma and diabetes. But the latter (diabetes, in particular) account for far more deaths each year than the former. In fact, in the year that study was
conducted, actual annual diabetes deaths were estimated in the tens of thousands while fewer than 1,000 people died in tornadoes.
Islamist terrorism has all three of these characteristics, inspiring excessive fear — surely by design. For instance, the Paris attacks harmed large numbers; its victims could
have done very little to escape it, since the timing and location of such attacks are unpredictable; and the idea of being shot or blown up by a mysterious set of masked
extremists is incredibly dreadful.
When we miscalculate risks, we sometimes behave in ways that are riskier than those we are trying to avoid. For instance, in the months following the 9/11 terrorist attacks,
millions of Americans elected not to fly. A significant proportion decided to drive to their destinations instead. Driving is more dangerous than flying. And so one scholar of
risk, Gerd Gigerenzer, calculated that more people died from the resulting automobile accidents than the total number of individuals who were killed aboard the four
hijacked planes Sept. 11.
Kahneman believes that the news media’s disproportionate focus on cases of Western terrorism reinforces such mistaken perceptions. As he explains in his book “Thinking,
Fast and Slow,” “extremely vivid image[s] of death and damage” resulting from terrorist attacks are “reinforced by media attention and frequent conversation,” leaving us
with highly accessible memories of such events. When people who have been exposed to such coverage later assess how likely more terrorism is, such events come readily
to mind — and so they are likely to assign probabilities biased upward.
America’s panicked obsession with Islamist terrorism is understandable but may skew public policies in costly ways. In particular, a serious public policy problem emerges
when unsubstantiated fear fuels excessive public spending. More than a decade after the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, the U.S. government has committed trillions of dollars to
fighting the war on terror. Certainly, some – perhaps even most – of this funding is warranted.
Consider, however, that federal spending on improving vehicular safety and research for Alzheimer’s and diabetes pales in comparison. Yet traffic deaths, Alzheimer’s and
diabetes account for hundreds of thousands of deaths each year in the United States.
Whether diverting counterterrorism funding to research in Alzheimer’s and diabetes research would save more American lives depends on the respective marginal benefits.
But our government is unlikely to objectively evaluate its investments as long as most Americans have outsized fears of the threat of Islamist terrorist attacks.
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Source: Andrew Shaver, You’re more likely to be fatally crushed by furniture than killed by a terrorist, Washington Post, November 23, 2015,
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2015/11/23/youre-more-likely-to-be-fatally-crushed-by-furniture-than-killed-by-a-terrorist/.

Now Dated Estimates of Risk of Terrorism vs.
Other Risks: CDC Estimate of Medical Risks
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Source: Adam Goldman, Jia Lynn Yang and John Muyskens; “The Islamic State’s suspected inroads into America,” Washington Post, December 18, 2015,
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/national/isis-suspects/.

Now Dated Estimates of Risk of Terrorism vs. Other Risks:

John Mueller, a political scientist at Ohio State University, and Mark Stewart, a civil
engineer and authority on risk assessment at University of Newcastle in Australia
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Source: Global Research, The Terrorism Statistics Every American Needs to Hear, 19 May 2014, October 234, 2015, http://www.globalresearch.ca/theterrorism-statistics-every-american-needs-to-hear/5382818.
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Islamic State Attacks in U.S.

Source: Adam Goldman, Jia Lynn Yang and John Muyskens; “The Islamic State’s suspected inroads into America,” Washington Post, December 18, 2015,
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/national/isis-suspects/.
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Source: Adam Goldman, Jia Lynn Yang and John Muyskens; “The Islamic State’s suspected inroads into America,” Washington Post, December 18, 2015,
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/national/isis-suspects/.
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Source: Adam Goldman, Jia Lynn Yang and John Muyskens; “The Islamic State’s suspected inroads into America,” Washington Post, December 18, 2015,
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/national/isis-suspects/.
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Source: Adam Goldman, Jia Lynn Yang and John Muyskens; “The Islamic State’s suspected inroads into America,” Washington Post, December 18, 2015,
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/national/isis-suspects/.
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Source: Adam Goldman, Jia Lynn Yang and John Muyskens; “The Islamic State’s suspected inroads into America,” Washington Post, December 18, 2015,
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/national/isis-suspects/.
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Source: Adam Goldman, Jia Lynn Yang and John Muyskens; “The Islamic State’s suspected inroads into America,” Washington Post, December 18, 2015,
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/national/isis-suspects/.
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Source: Adam Goldman, Jia Lynn Yang and John Muyskens; “The Islamic State’s suspected inroads into America,” Washington Post, December 18, 2015,
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/national/isis-suspects/.
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Source: Adam Goldman, Jia Lynn Yang and John Muyskens; “The Islamic State’s suspected inroads into America,” Washington Post, December 18, 2015,
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/national/isis-suspects/.
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Source: Adam Goldman, Jia
Lynn Yang and John Muyskens;
“The Islamic State’s suspected
inroads into America,”
Washington Post, December
18, 2015,
https://www.washingtonpost.c
om/graphics/national/isissuspects/.
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Source: Adam Goldman, Jia
Lynn Yang and John Muyskens;
“The Islamic State’s suspected
inroads into America,”
Washington Post, December
18, 2015,
https://www.washingtonpost.c
om/graphics/national/isissuspects/.
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Source: Adam Goldman, Jia
Lynn Yang and John Muyskens;
“The Islamic State’s suspected
inroads into America,”
Washington Post, December
18, 2015,
https://www.washingtonpost.c
om/graphics/national/isissuspects/.
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Source: Adam Goldman, Jia
Lynn Yang and John Muyskens;
“The Islamic State’s suspected
inroads into America,”
Washington Post, December
18, 2015,
https://www.washingtonpost.c
om/graphics/national/isissuspects/.
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Source: Adam Goldman, Jia
Lynn Yang and John Muyskens;
“The Islamic State’s suspected
inroads into America,”
Washington Post, December
18, 2015,
https://www.washingtonpost.c
om/graphics/national/isissuspects/.
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Source: Adam Goldman, Jia
Lynn Yang and John Muyskens;
“The Islamic State’s suspected
inroads into America,”
Washington Post, December
18, 2015,
https://www.washingtonpost.c
om/graphics/national/isissuspects/.
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Lynn Yang and John Muyskens;
“The Islamic State’s suspected
inroads into America,”
Washington Post, December
18, 2015,
https://www.washingtonpost.c
om/graphics/national/isissuspects/.
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FBI Estimate of Patterns in American Hate
Crimes: 2014 - I
In 2014, the nation’s law enforcement agencies reported that there were 6,727 victims of hate crimes. Of these victims, 46 were victimized
in 17 separate multiple-bias incidents.
An analysis of data for victims of single-bias hate crime incidents showed that:
• 48.3 percent of the victims were targeted because of the offenders’ bias against race.
• 18.7 percent were targeted because of bias against sexual orientation.
• 17.1 percent were victimized because of bias against religion.
• 12.3 percent were victimized because of bias against ethnicity.
• 1.6 percent were victims of gender-identity bias.
• 1.4 percent were targeted because of bias against disability.
• 0.6 percent (40 individuals) were victims of gender bias.
Further examination of these bias categories showed the following details:
Racial bias
Among single-bias hate crime incidents in 2014, there were 3,227 victims of racially motivated hate crime.
• 62.7 percent were victims of crimes motivated by their offenders’ anti-Black or African American bias.
• 22.7 percent were victims of anti-White bias.
• 6.2 percent were victims of anti-Asian bias.
• 4.6 percent were victims of anti-American Indian or Alaska Native bias.
• 3.7 percent were victims of bias against a group of individuals in which more than one race was represented (anti-multiple races, group).
• 0.1 percent (4 individuals) were victims of anti-Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander bias. (Based on Table 1.)
Sexual-orientation bias
Of the 1,248 victims targeted due to sexual-orientation bias:
• 56.3 percent were victims of crimes motivated by their offenders’ anti-gay (male) bias.
• 24.4 percent were victims of anti-lesbian, gay, bisexual, or transgender (mixed group) bias.
• 13.9 percent were victims of anti-lesbian bias.
• 3.8 percent were victims of anti-bisexual bias.
• 1.5 percent were victims of anti-heterosexual bias. (Based on Table 1.)
Source: FBI, https://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/ucr/hate-crime/2014/topic-pages/victims_final.
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FBI Estimate of Hate Crime Numbers in 2014
Incidents, Offenses, Victims, and Known Offenders
by Bias Motivation, 2014
Bias motivation
Incidents
Offenses
Victims1
Known offenders2
Total
5,479
6,418
6,727
5,192
Single-Bias Incidents
5,462
6,385
6,681
5,176
Race:
2,568
3,081
3,227
2,431
Anti-White
593
701
734
635
Anti-Black or African American
1,621
1,955
2,022
1,442
Anti-American Indian or Alaska Native
130
142
148
108
Anti-Asian
140
168
201
187
Anti-Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander
3
4
4
3
Anti-Multiple Races, Group
81
111
118
56
Religion:
1,014
1,092
1,140
687
Anti-Jewish
609
635
648
380
Anti-Catholic
64
67
70
35
Anti-Protestant
25
28
28
12
Anti-Islamic (Muslim)
154
178
184
148
Anti-Other Religion
107
120
125
70
Anti-Multiple Religions, Group
44
51
71
29
Anti-Atheism/Agnosticism/etc.
11
13
14
13
Sexual Orientation:
1,017
1,178
1,248
1,154
Anti-Gay (Male)
599
683
703
732
Anti-Lesbian
129
168
174
126
Anti-Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, or Transgender (Mixed Group)
241
278
305
249
Anti-Heterosexual
18
18
19
10
Anti-Bisexual
30
31
47
37
Ethnicity:
648
790
821
668
Anti-Hispanic or Latino
299
376
389
325
Anti-Not Hispanic or Latino3
349
414
432
343
Disability:
84
95
96
74
Anti-Physical
23
26
26
25
Anti-Mental
61
69
70
49
Gender:
33
40
40
25
Anti-Male
10
12
12
10
Anti-Female
23
28
28
15
Gender Identity:
98
109
109
137
Anti-Transgender
58
69
69
104
Anti-Gender Non-Conforming
40
40
40
33
Multiple-Bias Incidents4
17
33
46
16
1 The term victim may refer to a person, business, institution, or society as a whole.
2 The term known offender does not imply that the identity of the suspect is known, but only that an attribute of the suspect has been identified, which distinguishes him/her from
an unknown offender.
3 The term anti-not Hispanic or Latino does not imply the victim was targeted because he/she was not of Hispanic origin, but it refers to other or unspecified ethnic biases that are
not Hispanic or Latino.
4
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A multiple-bias incident is an incident in which one or more offense types are motivated by two or more biases.

Source: FBI, https://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/ucr/hate-crime/2014/topic-pages/victims_final.

FBI Estimate of Patterns in American Hate
Crimes: 2014 - II
Religious bias
Of the 1,140 victims of anti-religious hate crimes:
• 56.8 percent were victims of crimes motivated by their offenders’ anti-Jewish bias.
• 16.1 percent were victims of anti-Islamic (Muslim) bias.
• 6.2 percent were victims of bias against groups of individuals of varying religions (anti-multiple religions, group).
• 6.1 percent were victims of anti-Catholic bias.
• 2.5 percent were victims of anti-Protestant bias.
• 1.2 percent were victims of anti-Atheist/Agnostic bias.
• 11.0 percent were victims of bias against other religions (anti-other religion). (Based on Table 1.)
Ethnicity
Hate crimes motivated by the offenders’ biases toward particular ethnicities were directed at 821 victims. Of these victims:
• 52.6 percent were victimized because of anti-not Hispanic or Latino bias.
• 47.4 percent were targeted because of anti-Hispanic or Latino bias. (Based on Table 1.)
• Note: the term anti-not Hispanic or Latino does not imply the victim was targeted because he/she was not of Hispanic origin, but it
refers to other or unspecified ethnic biases that are not Hispanic or Latino.
Disability bias
Of the 96 victims of hate crimes due to the offenders’ biases against disabilities:
• 70 were targets of anti-mental disability bias.
• 26 were victims of anti-physical disability bias. (See Table 1.)
Gender bias
Of the 40 victims of hate crime motivated by offenders’ biases toward gender:
• 28 were categorized as anti-female.
• 12 were anti-male.
Gender-identity bias
Of the 109 victims of gender-identity bias:
• 69 were victims of anti-transgender bias.
• 40 were victims of anti-gender non-conforming bias.
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Source: FBI, https://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/ucr/hate-crime/2014/topic-pages/victims_final.

FBI Estimate of Patterns in American Hate
Crimes: 2014 - III
By crime category
Of the 6,727 victims of hate crime, 60.2 percent were victims of crimes against persons, and 39.0 percent were victims of crimes against
property. The remaining 0.8 percent were victims of crimes against society. (Based on Table 2.)
By offense type
Crimes against persons
In 2014, 4,048 victims of hate crimes were victims of crimes against persons. Regarding these victims and the crimes committed against
them:
• 4 persons were murdered, and 9 were raped. (Concerning rape, data for all 9 rapes were submitted under the UCR Program’s revised
definition. See the Methodology for more information about this and other program changes.)
• 43.1 percent of the victims were intimidated.
• 37.4 percent were victims of simple assault.
• 19.0 percent were victims of aggravated assault.
• 0.1 percent (6) were victims of other types of offenses, which are collected only in the National Incident-Based Reporting System
(NIBRS). (Based on Table 2.)
Crimes against property
• In 2014, 2,624 victims of hate crimes were victims of crimes against property. Of these:
• 72.7 percent were victims of destruction/damage/vandalism.
• 9.8 percent were victims of larceny-theft.
• 7.9 percent were victims of burglary.
• 5.3 percent were victims of robbery.
• 1.5 percent were victims of arson.
• 0.8 percent (22) were victims of motor vehicle theft.
• 2.1 percent were victims of other types of hate crime offenses, which are collected only in the NIBRS. (Based on Table 2.)
Crimes against society
• There were 55 victims of hate crimes categorized as crimes against society. (See Table 2.) Crimes against society (e.g., weapon law
violations, drug/narcotic offenses, gambling offenses) represent society’s prohibition against engaging in certain types of activity; they
are typically victimless crimes in which property is not the object.
Source: FBI, https://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/ucr/hate-crime/2014/topic-pages/victims_final.
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Cost of Homeland Defense
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OCO Spending Outside It
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Homeland Defense Spending by Agency: FY2016

Source: White House/OMB, https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/omb/budget/fy2016/assets/ap_22_homeland_security.pdf
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Homeland Defense Spending by Agency FY2017

Source: White House/OMB, https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/omb/budget/fy2017/assets/ap_22_homeland_security.pdf
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Spending to Prevent and Disrupt Terrorist Attacks: FY2016

Source: White House/OMB, https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/omb/budget/fy2016/assets/ap_22_homeland_security.pdf;
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/omb/budget/fy2017/assets/ap_22_homeland_security.pdf
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Spending to Protect Critical Infrastructure: FY2016

Source: White House/OMB, https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/omb/budget/fy2016/assets/ap_22_homeland_security.pdf
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Spending to Protect Critical Infrastructure: FY2017

Source: White House/OMB, https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/omb/budget/fy2017/assets/ap_22_homeland_security.pdf
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Spending to Respond to, and Recover From, Incidents: FY2016

Source: White House/OMB, https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/omb/budget/fy2016/assets/ap_22_homeland_security.pdf
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Spending to Respond to, and Recover From, Incidents: FY2017

Source: White House/OMB, https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/omb/budget/fy2017/assets/ap_22_homeland_security.pdf
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Projected Baseline Spending to 2021 by Function

Source: White House/OMB, https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/omb/budget/fy2017/assets/ap_22_homeland_security.pdf
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Projected Baseline Spending to 2020 by Agency

Source: White House/OMB, https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/omb/budget/fy2016/assets/ap_22_homeland_security.pdf
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Department of Defense Estimates of OCO vs. Base Spending – I
(Cost in $Billions FY2001-FY2017)

Source: DoD comptroller, http://comptroller.defense.gov/Portals/45/Documents/defbudget/fy2017/FY2017_Budget_Request.pdf
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Department of Defense Estimates of OCO Spending and Troops – I
(Cost in $Billions FY2001-FY2017)

Source: DoD comptroller, \http://comptroller.defense.gov/Portals/45/Documents/defbudget/fy2017/FY2017_Budget_Request_Overview_Book.pdf
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Department of Defense Estimates of OCO Spending – II
(Cost by Category and Troop Strength)

Source: DoD comptroller, http://comptroller.defense.gov/Portals/45/Documents/defbudget/fy2017/FY2017_Budget_Request_Overview_Book.pdf.
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Department of Defense Estimates of OCO Spending – III
(Mission Breakout)

Source: DoD comptroller, http://comptroller.defense.gov/Portals/45/Documents/defbudget/fy2016/FY2016_Budget_Request_Overview_Book.pdf.

296

Department of Defense Estimates of OCO Spending – IV
(Counterterrorism Partnerships)

Source: DoD comptroller, Source: DoD comptroller,
http://comptroller.defense.gov/Portals/45/Documents/defbudget/fy2017/FY2017_Budget_Request_Overview_Book.pdf.
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ISIS vs. El Salvador: Levels of Violence in 2015

Source: Iraq Body Count, CIA World Factbook, El Faro, Washington Post,
http://www.washingtonpost.com/sf/world/2016/10/28/el-salvadors-conflict-with-gangs-is-beginning-to-look-likea-war/.

